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Resident Dona Id Tmmp visits the Temple Baptist Church, where food and othersuppliesaie being distributed during Hunicane Florence rec overy efforts, Wednesday, 
Sept 19, 2018, in New Bern, N.C. 
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By CATHERINE LJLJCEY 

Associated Press 

NEW BERN, N.C. (AP) — 

Eager to show heart in a 
moment of crisis, President 


Donald Trump handed 
out hot dogs, hugs and 
comforting words in the 
Carolinason Wednesday as 
he surveyed the wreckage 


left by Hunicane Florence. 
With residents still recovering 
from torrential rains that left 
widespread destruction 
and injury, Trump sought 


to strike a balance 
between comforter and 
cheerleader, mindful that 
he has been criticized in 
the past for not showing 


sufficient empathy in the 
face of tragedy. 

Continued on Rage 3 
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Federal agency says it lostlrackof1,488 migrant children 


By GARANCE BURKE 
Associated Press 

Twice in less than a year, 
the federal government 
ha s lo st tra c k of nea rly 1,500 
migrant children afterplac¬ 
ing them in the homes of 
sponsors across the coun¬ 
try, federal officials have 
acknowledged. 

The Health and Human 
Services Department re¬ 
cently told Senate staffers 
that case managers could 
not find 1,488 children after 
they made follow-up calls 
to check on their safety 
from April through June. 
That number represents 
about 13 percent of all 
unaccompanied children 
the administration moved 
out of shelters and foster 
homesduring thattime. 

The agency first disclosed 
that it had lost track of 



In this J une 20, 2018, file photo. Immigrant children walk in a line outside the Homestead Tem¬ 
porary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children a former J ob Corps site that now houses them in 
Homestead, Ha. 

Associated Hess 
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1,475 children late last 
year, as it came underfire 
ata Senate hearing in April. 
Lawmakers had asked 
HHS officials how they had 
strengthened child protec¬ 
tion policies since it came 
to light that the agency 
previously had rolled back 
safeguards meant to keep 
Central American chil¬ 
dren from ending up in the 
hands of human traffickers. 
'The fact that HHS, which 
placed these unaccompa¬ 
nied minors with sponsors, 
doesn't know the where¬ 
abouts of nearly 1,500 of 
them is very troubling," Re¬ 
publican Sen. Rob Portman 
of Ohio, the panel's chair, 
said Wednesday. "Many of 
these kids a re vulnerable to 
trafficking and abuse, and 
to not take responsibility 
for their safety is unaccept¬ 
able." HHS did not respond 
to multiple emails seeking 
comment. 

Since October 2014, the 
federal government has 
placed more than 150,000 
unaccompanied minors 
with parents or other adult 
sponsorswho are expected 
to care forthe children and 
help them attend school 
while they seek legal status 
in immigration court. 

On Tuesday, members of a 
Senate subcommittee in¬ 
troduced bipartisan legisla¬ 
tion aimed at requiring the 
agency to take responsibil¬ 
ity forthe care of migrant 


children, even when they 
are no longerin itscustody. 
An Associated Press inves¬ 
tigation found in 2016 that 
more than two dozen un¬ 
accompanied children 
had been sent to homes 
where they were sexu¬ 
ally assaulted, starved or 
forced to work for little or 
no pay. At the time, many 
adult sponsors did n't under¬ 
go thorough background 
checks, government of¬ 
ficials rarely visited homes 
and in some cases had 
no idea that sponsors had 
taken in several unrelated 
children, a possible sign of 
human traffic king. 

Since then, HHS has boost¬ 
ed outreach to at-risk chil¬ 
dren deemed to need ex¬ 
tra protection, and last year 
offered post-placement 
services to about one-third 
of unaccompanied minors, 
according to the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee 
on Investigations. 

But advocates say it is hard 
to know how many minors 
may be in dangerous con¬ 
ditions, in part because 
some disappear before 
social workers can follow 
up with them and never 
show up in court. From April 
to June, HHS called 11,254 
children the agency had 
placed with sponsors, and 
found 25 of the children 
had run away, and 1,488 
could not be located, ac¬ 
cording to the data provid¬ 
ed to the subcommittee. 
Portman began investigat¬ 
ing aftera case in his home 
state of Ohio in which eight 
Guatemalan teens were 
placed with human traf¬ 
fickers and forced to work 
on egg farms underthreats 
of death. Six people have 
been convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to federal prison 
for their participation in the 
trafficking scheme that be¬ 
gan in 2013. The legislation 
comes as the Trump ad¬ 
ministration faces litigation 
over its family separation 
policy at the U.S.-Mexican 
border, which while it was 
in effect sent hundreds 
more children into the HHS 
system of shelters and fos¬ 
ter care. Some of those 
children since have been 
reunited with their families, 
while others have been 
placed with sponsors.^ 
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CARDUNAS 
Continued from Front 

During a packed day, a 
wind-breaker-clad Trump 
visited both North and 
South Carolina, distributed 
meals at a church, walked 
amid piles of sodden furni¬ 
ture in damaged neighbor¬ 
hoods, offered hugs and 
handshakes to residents 
and discussed the response 
efforts with local and state 
offic ia Is 

"America grieves with you 
and our hearts break for 
you. God bless you," he 
said during a briefing at a 
marine base in Havelock, 
North Carolina. 'We will 
never forget your loss We 
will never leave your side. 
We're with you aII the way." 
The emotional words and 
comprehensive itiner¬ 
ary stood in contrast with 
Trump's trip to Puerto Rico 
last year after Hurricane 
Maria, when he drew criti¬ 
cism for tossing rolls of pa¬ 
per towels into the crowd. 
Or his initial visit to Houston 
after Hurricane Harvey, 
when he did not meet with 
any storm victims. 

There were still flashes of 
Trump's outsized persona 
and unconventional style 
— he asked a bout the sta¬ 
tus of Lake Nonnan, where 
he owns a golf club, tell¬ 
ing officials, "I can't tell you 
why, but I love that area." 
He also joked with a family 
who had a large yachtthey 
didn't own wash up against 
their house. "At least you 
got a nice boat out of the 
deal,"he told them. 'What's 
the law? Maybe it be- 
comestheirs." 

And he was caught on 
camera telling a person to 
whom he had just handed 
food to "have a good time." 
Trump's made his whirlwind 
tour through the Carolinas 
five days after the storm, 
which was blamed for at 
least 37 deaths in North 
Carolina, South Caro¬ 
lina and Virginia. North 
and South Carolina both 
backed Trump in the 2016 
election, and the president 
largely saw people who 
were happy to greet him. 
One man told the presi¬ 
dent he'd named his dog 
afterTrump. 

After a briefing on the re¬ 
covery effort in North Car¬ 
olina, Trump helped hand 
outhotdogsand chipsata 
Baptist churt h in New Bern, 
a riverfront city that experi¬ 


enced severe flooding. The 
president leaned overand 
checked in with people as 
they drove through to pick 
up food. 

"How's the house?" he 
asked one person. 'You 
take care of yourself," he 
said. 

Trump also praised the vol¬ 
unteers, at one point hug¬ 
ging a young helper and 
telling his parents, 'You did 
a good job." 

Trump walked through a 
storm-damaged neighbor¬ 
hood where waterlogged 
sofa cushions, mattresses 
and downed trees were 
piled up along streets. 
"How's it doing?" the presi¬ 
dent asked afterone wom¬ 
an pointed at a house. He 
chatted and shook peo¬ 
ple's hands as he walked 
along a street strewn with 
trash, branches and wet 
furniture. Some people ap¬ 
plauded as he went by. 
Trump later traveled to 
Conway, South Carolina, 
where more flooding is 
expected still. He toured 
a neighborhood where 
a street was already sub¬ 
merged underwater. 

"Is everybody OK?" he 
asked those gathered, as¬ 
suring them it was "going to 
be OK." 

"Lot of money coming from 
Washington,"he promised. 
At Horry County's emergen¬ 
cy opera tionscenter, South 
Carolina Gov. Henry Mc- 
Mastersaid the storm had 
likely been the worst disas¬ 
ter in the state's history, but 
warned it wasn't over yet. 
'The rain and the wateryou 
see out there now is just the 
beginning," he said. 'The 
worst is yet to come." 
Trump, too, warned that 
more water was on the 
way, but assured those 
gathered that both he and 
Washington are "with you." 
"Now it looks nice, but it's 
really the calm before the 
storm,"he said. 

It was the same message 
at Trump's first stop in North 
Carolina, where Gov. Roy 
Cooper and federal and 
state officials briefed the 
president at a Marine 
Corps air station in Have¬ 
lock, which sits among ar¬ 
eas Florence hit hardest. 
The govemorasked forhelp 
"cutting red tape"to get his 
state the federal assistance 
it will need to recover. 
Cooper said Florence was 
an "epic" storm and noted 



President Dona Id Trump visits a house where a boatwash ashore 
in the backyard while touring a neighborhood impacted by Hur¬ 
ricane Rote nee, Wednesday, Sept 19, 2018, in New Bern, N.C. 

Associated Press 


that farmers suffered sig¬ 
nificant losses and scores 
of people lost their homes 
Some 10,000 people re¬ 
main in shelters 
'We will be there 100 per¬ 
cent," pledged Trump. "All 
of the folks from the fed¬ 
eral government that are 
around the table are con¬ 
firming it." 

Cooper, a Democrat, said 
he'd told the president 
"overand over again" that 
the state was "going to 
need significant resources 
to recover." 

"He promised 100 percent 
support and we're going to 
hold them to it," he said of 
Trump. 

Trump spent the run-up 
to the storm focused on 
criticism of the federal re¬ 
sponse to a hurricane that 
battered Puerto Rico last 
year, rejecting the official 
death toll of nearly 3,000 
and claiming Democrats 
manufactured the number 
to make him "lookbad." 
When Trump visited San 
J uan lastOctoberafterHur- 
ricane Maria, he pumped 
his fists in the air when he 
landed. The enduring im¬ 
age ofthe trip wasofTrump 
at a church lobbing paper 
towels into the crowd as if 
shooting baskets At the 
time, it seemed to reflect 


Trump's brand of playful¬ 
ness. Many people in the 
crowd smiled and raised 
their phones to record the 
moment. But critics quickly 
dubbed it inappropriate for 
the grim crisisat hand. 
Before that, Trump's trip to 
Texas after Hurricane Har¬ 
vey generated blowback 
for his failure to meet with 
victims of the storm. Four 


days later, he returned — 
and urged people at a 
Houston shelter to "have 
a good time." He also 
cheered on volunteers and 
emergency workers and 
handed out hot dogs and 
potato chips to residents 
Some critics said the presi¬ 
dent's trip took on the tone 
of a victory lap forsuccess- 
fu I d isa ste r ma na g e me nt.Q 
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Senators grapple with accusat on against Kavanaugh, denial 


By LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — No¬ 
where is gender politics 
thicker in the election sea¬ 
son airthan in the mannerly 
U.S. Senate as it consid¬ 
ers what President Donald 
Trump's choice for the Su¬ 
preme Court, Brett Kava- 
naugh, did or didn't do in 
high school. 

Christine Blasey Fond's 
accusation of sexual as¬ 
sault — and Kavanaugh's 
staunch denial — has ignit¬ 
ed a tense, gender-infused 
war among the Senate's 
100 members, 23 of whom 
are women. 

Whether Kavana ugh and 
Fond testify under oath, 
and to what details, has 
enormous stakes for Trump 
and the Nov. 6 midterm 
elections — not to mention 
American men, women, 
teenagers, parents, schools 
and anyone who rises to 
the top of a profession in 
the #MeToo era. 

A look at how it's playing 
out in the Senate: 

WHERE IT STANDS 
Fond says she doesn't want 
to publicly testify until the 
FBI adds to Kavanaugh's 
background check by in¬ 
vestigating her allegation. 
Her lawyers wrote to the 
Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee saying Ford wants to 
cooperate. But in the days 
since she publicly accused 
Kavana ugh of assaulting 
her at a party more than 
three decades ago, the 
lawyers said, she has been 
the target of "vicious ha¬ 
rassment and even death 
threats" Herfamily has relo¬ 
cated, they said. 
Republicans are reject¬ 
ing Ford's call for an FBI 
investigation, putting the 
onus back on her to de¬ 
cide whether she'll testify 
anyway. They say she can 
testify in a private session 
if she wishes. Chairman 


ChuckGrassley, R-lowa, on 
Wednesday also offered to 
send his staff to Ford, "at a 
time and place convenient 
to her." 

Trump, counseled not to 


dismiss or insult Ford — as 
he has with women who 
accused him of sexual mis¬ 
conduct — has showered 
sympathy on hisembattled 
nominee and said he wants 
to hear from Ford. He also 
rejected the idea of bring¬ 
ing in the FBI. (Trump, too, 
has denied all accusations 
against him.) 

KEY FACTOIDS 
For now, the ball is the 
committee's to play, but 
precedent and some key 
numbers put the GOP ma¬ 
jority in an exquisitely un¬ 
comfortable spot. 

Majority Republicans, 
haunted by the panel's 
1991 treatment of Anita 
Hill during J ustice Clarence 
Thomas'confirmation hear¬ 
ings, say the invitation to 
testify publicly on Monday 


stands 

11 Republicans sit on the 
committee, opposite 10 
Democrats 

^ro: That's how many 
women sit among the 


panel's Republicans, who 
will cross-examine Fond. Re- 
publicanssaid late Tuesday 
they were considering hir¬ 
ing outside attorneys, pre¬ 
sumably including women, 
to question the witnesses. 

THE SIX 

Of the Senate women, six 
are Republicans 
They are Sens. Susan Collins 
of Maine, Lisa Murkowskiof 
Alaska, Joni Ernst of Iowa, 
Deb Fischer of Nebraska, 
Shelley Moore Capita of 
West Virginia and Cindy 
Hyde-Smith of Mississippi. 
Only Fischer and Hyde- 
Smith are on the ballot this 
year. 

REPUBLICAN SKEPTICS 
A restrained Trump said 
Wednesday he wants to 
hearwhat Ford hasto say. 


"If she shows up and makes 
a credible showing that'll 
be very interesting. We'll 
have to make a decision," 
he told reporters. But he 
added that Kavanaugh 


A 


"is such an outstanding 
man. Very hand for me to 
imagine thatanything hap¬ 
pened." 

Some Republicans pointed 
to the decades between 
the alleged attack and 
now. 

'There are gapsin hermem- 
ory,"the Senate's No. 2 Re¬ 
publican, John Comyn of 
Texas, said, referring to de¬ 
tails Ford hassaid she can't 
remember. "She doesn't 
know how she got there, 
when it was and so that 
would logically be some¬ 
thing where she would get 
questions." 

"Requiring an FBI investi¬ 
gation of a 36-year-old al¬ 
legation (without specific 
references to time or loca¬ 
tion) ... is not about finding 
the truth, but delaying the 
process until after the mid¬ 


term elections," Sen. Und- 
sey Graham, R-S.C., said in 
a statement. 

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN 
Standing up fora fair hear¬ 
ing should not just come 
down to women, said Sen. 
Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii. 
'Guess who is perpetrating 
all of these kinds of actions? 
It's the men in this coun¬ 
try," Hirono said at a news 
conference Tuesday. "I just 
want to say to the men in 
this country: Just shut up 
and step up. Do the right 
thing, fora change." 
Wednesday on CNN, 
she described the Sen¬ 
ate's treatment of Ford as 
"callousness from my col¬ 
leagues that I am totally 
appalled by." 

"She hardly expected to be 
revictimized and retrauma¬ 
tized," Hirono said. 

REPUBUCAN WOMEN 
Ernst is a retired combat 
veteran who's talked pub¬ 
licly about facing sexual 
harassment in the military 
during more than two de¬ 
cades of service, and she's 
worked in the Senate to 
combat sex abuse. On Ka¬ 
vanaugh, she said Ford's 
story is important. 

"If she is accusing him of 
something so egregious, 
she needs to be heard," 
Ernst told Radio Iowa on 
Tuesday. 

Hyd e-Smith questioned the 
timing of the revelation by 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein of 
California last week that 
Feinstein had known about 
the case for weeks and re¬ 
ferred it to the FBI. Ford, ini¬ 
tially reluctant to go public, 
did so after reporters got 
wind of it and started ask¬ 
ing questions 

"I have serious reservations 
regarding the questionable 
timing and handling of this 
last-minute allegation," 
Hyde-Smith said in a state¬ 
ment. □ 



Sen. Lisa Muikowski, R-Alaska, right; reacts to a question from a reporter on the Senate subway, 
Tuesday, Sept 18,2018, as she responds to questions about Supreme Court nominee Brett Kava¬ 
naugh on Capitol hill in Washington. 

Associated Hess 
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J udge: U.S can't deny passpoitoverrefcising Id pickgender 



In thisj uly 20,2016 file photo, Dana Zzyym, of Fort C ollins, Colo., 
talks about the arguments in a hearing on Zzyym's lawsuit re¬ 
quiring people to pick a gender to get a passport outside the 
U.S Federal Courthouse in Denver. 

Associated Press 


By KATHLEEN FOODY 
DENVER (AP) — U.S. offi¬ 
cials cannot deny a pass¬ 
port application from an 
intersex Colorado resident 
based solely on a refusal 
to select male or female 
forgender, a federal judge 
said Wednesday. 

"The U.S. State Department's 
varied explanations for 
rejecting the application 
weren't reasonable, U.S. 
District Judge R. Brooke 
Jackson said in his ruling, 
forcing him to set aside the 
decision as "arbitrary and 
capric ious." 

The ruling is limited, but ad¬ 
vocates said they hope it 
leadsto expanded gender 
choices on federal identi¬ 
fication. Dana Syym, who 
was bom with ambiguous 
physical sexual characteris¬ 
tics and identifies as nonbi¬ 
nary in gender, notasmale 
or female, sued in 2015. 
Syym had requested "X"as 
a gendermarkeron a pass¬ 
port application, and itwas 
denied. 

The judge in 2016 ordered 
the State Department to 


reconsider. Z2yym applied 
again and refused to select 
either option provided on 
the passport application, 
feeling that it would be un¬ 
truthful. 

The department again 
denied the application in 
2017. 

Jackson dismissed the de¬ 
partment's explanations 
for rejecting the passport, 
including concerns that 
it would complicate the 
process of verifying an ap¬ 
plicant's identity and de¬ 
termining eligibility based 
on federal, state and local 
databases. 

The agency can legally re¬ 
ject passport applications 
fora good reason, but "ad¬ 
herence to a series of in¬ 
ternal policies that do not 
contemplate the existence 
of intersex people is not 
good reason," the judge 
wrote. 

The State Department said 
in a written statement that 
it was reviewing the deci¬ 
sion and coordinating with 
the Department of J ustice 
on next steps 


The ruling only applies to 
Syym, but Lambda Legal 
seniorattomey Paul Castillo 
called ita "groundbreaking, 
first-of-its-kind"challenge to 
limited gender options on 
fed era I id entific a tio n. 
Castillo said advocates 
hope itwill promptthe State 
Department to edit the 
passport application and 
allow people to choose a 
gender marker other than 
male orfemale. 

"I'm not going to lie on 
my passport application, 

I shouldn't have to, and 
the judge here, twice, has 
agreed with me," Syym 
said in a statement re¬ 
leased by the LGBT civil 
rig hts organization. 

Jackson did not specifically 
order the department to 
issue a passport to Z2yym 
in his ruling. But the State 
Department's attorneys 
provided no reason for the 
pastdenia Is except Syym's 
refusal to select a gender 
marker. 

Castillo said Syym's attor¬ 
neys "call on the depart¬ 
ment to promptly issue a 


passport." 

"Dana has been waiting 
since 2014 to be able to 
have the ability to travel 
but wasn't willing to risk ly¬ 
ing about who they are in 
orderto secure a passport," 
he said. 

The International Civil Avia¬ 
tion organization, the U.N. 
agency that sets standards 
for international travel doc¬ 
uments, saysgendershould 


be marked on passportsas 
male, female or "X for un¬ 
specified." Several coun¬ 
tries issue passports with 
gender designations other 
than female or male, in¬ 
cluding "X" or"0." 

A numberof U.S. statessimi- 
larly issue driver's licenses or 
ID cards with "X"asa choice 
for gender markers, includ¬ 
ing California, Oregon and 
Washington.^ 


Owner of 3D-printed gun company accused of sex with minor 


By RYAN TAR1NELU 
DALLAS (AP) — The owner 
of a Texas company 
that makes untraceable 
3D-printed guns is wanted 
on an arrest warrant tied 
to an accusation that he 
had sex with an underage 
girl and paid her $500 
afterward. 

Austin police Cmdr. Troy 
Officer said Wednesday 
that the department is 
working with national 
and international law 


enforcement to located 
Cody R. Wilson, who missed 
a scheduled flight back 
to the U.S. from Taiwan. 
Wilson didn't reply to a 
phone message from The 
Associated Press seeking 
comment. Officer reported 
that Wilson's last known 
location was in Taipei, 
Taiwan. He said it's unclear 
why Wilson went to Taiwan, 
but he is known to travel 
extensively. He said before 
Wilson flew there, a friend 


of the 16-year-old girl 
informed Wilson that police 
were investigating the 
accusation that he had sex 
with the youth. 

In a court filing, Detective 
Shaun Donovan said Wilson 
had sex with the girl at an 
Austin hotel last month. A 
counselor for the teenager 
reported the accusation 
to Austin police a week 
later. He said Wilson met 
the girl through the website 
Sug a rDaddyMeet.com, 


where she had created an 
online profile. 

The girl reported she 
received imagesofWilson's 
genitalia and sent a picture 
of herself naked, according 
to the affidavit. 

On Aug. 15, they met 
in the parking lot of an 
Austin coffee shop before 
they drove to the hotel. 
The girl told investigators 
that Wilson paid her $500 
after they had sex and 
then dropped her off at a 


Whata burger restaurant. 
Video surveillance shows 
Wilson and the youth 
getting out of a vehicle at 
the hotel and then exiting 
an elevator together on 
the seventh floor, Donovan 
wrote. The footage shows 
them returning to the 
elevator la ter that nig ht. 
Hotel records revealed that 
Wilson registered the same 
room that the girl reported 
he had sex with her, the 
detective wrote.□ 
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California district la test to modernize 'sexist dress code 



In this Sept 7, 2018 photo, students socialize at Grant High School in Portland, Ore., alter school 
let out 

Associated Press 


By JOCELYN GECKER 
ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) — the 

relaxed new dress code at 
public schools in the small 
city of Alameda, across the 
bay from San Francisco, is 
intentionally specific: Mid¬ 
riff-baring shirtsare accept¬ 
able attire, so are tank tops 
with spaghetti straps and 
other once-banned items 
like micro-mini skirts and 
short shorts. 

As students settle into the 
new school term, gone 
are restrictions on ripped 
jeans and hoodies in class. 
If students want to come 
to school in pajamas, that's 
OK, too. 

"The new policy a mounts to 
a sweeping reversal of the 
modem school dress code 
and makes Alameda the 
latest school district in the 
country to adopt a more 
permissive policy it says is 
less sexist. 

Students who initiated the 
change say many of the 
old rules that barred too 
much skin disproportion¬ 
ately targeted girls, while 
language calling such at¬ 
tire "distracting" sent the 
wrong message. 

"If someone is wearing a 
short shirt and you can see 
her stomach, it's not her 
fault that she's distracting 
other people," said Henry 
Mills, 14, an incoming fresh¬ 
man at Alameda High 
School who worked with 
a committee of middle 
schoolstudentsand teach- 
eradvisersto revise the pol¬ 
icy. 'There was language 
that mainly affected girls, 
and that wasn't OK." 

Dress codes have long 
been the territory of con¬ 
tention and rebellion, but 
the reversal in Alameda 


shows a generational shift 
that students and teachers 
say was partly influenced 
by broader conversations 
on gender stemming from 
the #MeToo movement 
against sexual misconduct 
and a national resurgence 
of student activism. 
Approved by the school 
board on a trial basis over 
summer break, the new 
dress code is stirring back- 
to-school discussions a bout 
what role schools should 
have in socializing children. 
There are sharply critical 
voices of the new dress 
code. 

Math teacher Marie Hsu 
said she's all for equity but 
that the new rules send an 
unintentional message that 
it's fine, even appropriate, 
to "sex it up." 

"It's good not to punish girls 
forbeing distractions. I fully, 
fully get that," said Hsu, who 
teaches at Lincoln Middle 
School and is an Alameda 


resident with two young 
children. "But I think it's ex¬ 
traordinarily misled." 
Alameda mother Paula 
Walker says she may be 
"old school," but she didn't 
mind the bans against re¬ 
vealing clothing. 

'They say kids are starting 
everything younger, and 
I'm like, well, that'sbecause 
you're throwing it in their 
faces," Walker said. 

Dress codes and their se¬ 
verity vary widely nation¬ 
wide. Twenty-four states 
have policies that give 
local school districts the 
power to adopt their own 
dress codes or uniform 
policies, according to the 
Education Commission of 
the States, a nonprofit that 
tracks education policy. 
Some have statewide poli¬ 
cies, like Arkansas, which 
passed a 2011 law requiring 
school districts 'to prohibit 
the wearing of clothing 
that exposes underwear, 


buttocks, orthe breast of a 
female." 

A Texas high school was 
recently criticized for a 
back-to-school video on 
dress codes that only fea¬ 
tured girls. The video shown 
at Marcus High School in a 
Dallas suburb showed girls 
in short shorts getting repri¬ 
manded as the song "Bad 
Girls" by M.I.A. played in 
the background. Students 
slammed it as sexist on so¬ 
cial media, prompting the 
principal to apologize, say¬ 
ing the video "absolutely 
missed the mark." 
Alameda's new dress code 
was modeled after a sug¬ 
gested policy by the Ore¬ 
gon chapter of the Nation¬ 
al Organization for Women, 
drafted in 2016 to "update 
and improve" dress codes, 
avoid roles that reinforce 
gender stereotypes and 
minimize unnecessary disci¬ 
pline or "body shaming." 
Portland, Oregon's pub¬ 


lic school district adopted 
a new policy in 2016, fol¬ 
lowed by Evanston, Illinois, 
in 2017, both of which in¬ 
corporated NOW'S sugges¬ 
tions. Portland's relaxed 
dresscode isconsidered a 
success, said Carol Camp¬ 
bell, principal at Grant High 
School. 

Campbell said students 
wear appropriate cloth¬ 
ing most of the time and it 
was"a huge re lief" that staff 
could now focuson teach¬ 
ing, rather than necklines 
and hemlines. 

"It's changed the culture 
of how students view each 
other," she said. 'When 
we have roles and dress 
codes that particularly tar¬ 
get one group it sounds like 
we're blaming that group, 
which always tended to be 
women." Students in Alam¬ 
eda, Portland and Evan¬ 
ston have freedom to wear 
mostly anything as long as 
it includes a bottom, top, 
shoes, covers private parts 
and does not contain vio¬ 
lent images, hate speech, 
profanity orpomography. 
Vague language in the old 
Alameda policy caused 
confusion, which led to ar¬ 
bitrary enforcement, stu¬ 
dents and teachers said. 
There was, for example, a 
'three-finger" role on the 
width of tank top straps 
and a ban on shorts and 
skirts shorter than "mid¬ 
thigh" and a role against 
"low-cut tank tops." 

Girls with more developed 
bodies often were singled 
out for discipline ranging 
from lunch detention, pick¬ 
ing up trash on campus, a 
phone call home or hav¬ 
ing to change into baggy 
clo thing .□ 
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Man opens fine at 
his Wise onsin offic e, 
3 seriously hurt 


By TODD RICHMOND and 
SCOTT BAUER 
Associated Press 
MIDDLETON, Wis. (AP) 

A heavily armed man 
opened fine on hisco-work- 
ers at a Wisconsin software 
company Wednesday, 
seriously wounding three 
people before being fatally 
shot by police as employ¬ 
ees ran from the building 
or hid inside, according to 
investigators. 

Middleton Police Chief 
Chuck Foulke said offi¬ 
cers shot the man within 8 
minutes of receiving calls 
about an active shooterat 
WT5 Paradigm. Foulke said 
the man was armed with 
a semi-automatic pistol 
and extra ammunition, and 
fired at officers before he 
was shot. 

Foulke said three people 
were seriously injured dur¬ 
ing the attack, while a 
fourth person was grazed 
by a bullet. 

"I think a lot less people 
were injured or killed be¬ 
cause police officers went 
in and neutralized the 
shooter,"Foulke said. 

The police chief said the 


motivation behind the at¬ 
tack was unclear and in¬ 
vestigators didn't yet know 
whether the gunman tar¬ 
geted his victims. He didn't 
release the suspect's name 
but said he wasan employ¬ 
ee of WT5 Paradigm and 
lived in nearby Madison. 
Foulke said the investiga¬ 
tion was ongoing but not¬ 
ed: 'We have reason to be¬ 
lieve the suspectwasheav- 
ily a need with a lot of extra 
ammunition, a lot of extra 
magazines." 

Judy Lahmers, a business 
analyst at WT5 Paradigm, 
said she was working at 
her desk when she heard 
what sounded "like some¬ 
body wasdropping boards 
on the ground, really loud." 
Lahmers said she ran out 
of the building and hid be¬ 
hind a car. 

She said the building's glass 
entrance door was shat¬ 
tered. 

"I'm not looking back, I'm 
running asfastaslcan. You 
justwonder, 'Do you hide or 
do you run?"' she told The 
Associated Press. 

She said she knew one co¬ 
worker had been grazed 
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A women is escorted from the scene of a shooting at a software company in Middleton, Wis., 
Wednesday, Sept 19, 2018. 

Associated Press 


by a bullet but wasOK. She 
didn't have any other infor¬ 
mation about the shooting 
but said it was'totally unex¬ 
pected. We're all software 
people. We have a good 
group." University Hospi¬ 
tal in Madison confirmed 
Wednesday afternoon that 
it was still treating three 
victims from the shooting, 
saying one was in critical 
condition and two were in 
seriouscondition. 

Police conducted a sec¬ 
ondary search of the office 
building after the shooting 
to ensure there were no 
more victims or suspects 
— and officers discovered 


some people still hiding in 
the building, which also 
ho uses Eske r Softwa re. 
Gabe Geib, a customer 
advocate at Esker Soft¬ 
ware, said he was working 
at his desk when he heard 
what "sounded like claps" 
He said he then saw peo¬ 
ple running away from the 
building at 'full sprint." 

'We knew at that point 
that something was go¬ 
ing down. A ton of people 
were running across the 
street right in front of us," he 
said. 

Geib said he and his col¬ 
leagues were still huddled 
in their cafeteria, away 


from windows, more than 
an hourafterthe shooting. 
Jeff Greene, who also 
works at Esker, said police 
told those gathered in the 
cafeteria to go a nearby 
hotel to make a statement 
about whatthey saw. 

Three yellow school buses 
full of more than 100 peo¬ 
ple, including witnesses, 
were unloaded at a hotel 
about 5 miles (8 kilome¬ 
ters) from the office build¬ 
ing. Some people hugged 
as they were reunited with 
loved ones Othersstopped 
to peta dog that had been 
brought by someone pick¬ 
ing up a worker.Q 


Biggest wildfire on record 
in California is fully contained 


LAKEPORT, Calif. (AP) — The 

U.S. Forest Service says the 
largest wildfire on record 
in California is 100 percent 
contained. The agency 
made the announcement 
Wednesday about the so- 
called Mendocino Com¬ 
plex of twin fires that erupt¬ 
ed in J uly. 


The fires north of San Fran¬ 
cisco killed a firefighter, 
destroyed 157 homes and 
scorched 720 square miles 
(1,865 square kilometers). 
That's an area more than 
twice the size of New York 
City. 

Officials say 460 firefighters 
remain in the area, work¬ 


ing to prevent erosion and 
monitoring spots that are 
still burning. 

The blazes prompted the 
evacuation of thousands 
of people in Mendocino, 
Lake, Colusa and Glenn 
counties. Authorities a re still 
investigating what started 
the fires.Q 



In this Aug. 7, 2018 file photo, firefighters monitor a backfire 
while battling the Ranch Hie, part of the Mendocino Complex 
Hie near Ladoga, Calif. 
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Britain appeals for EIJ Brexit compromise overlrish border 



EU chief Brexit negotiator Michel Bamier, center, anives at the infoimal EU summit in Salzbuig, 
Austria, Wednesday, Sept 19, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By L0RNECOOK 
J ILL LAWLESS 

SALZBURG, Austria (AP) - 

British Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May on Wednesday 
appealed to the European 
Union to soften its stance 
in Brexit negotiations, say¬ 
ing that only her govern¬ 
ment has a workable plan 
to prevent a hard border 
between Northern Ireland 
in the U.K. and EU member 
state Ireland. 

But despite May's appeal 
at an EU summit in Austria, 
EU Council President Don¬ 
ald Tusk insisted that parts 
of her offer are still not 
satisfactory more than 18 
months into the negotia¬ 
tions and must change to 
keep alive hopes of con¬ 
cluding a Brexit deal in 
coming weeks. 

Britain leavesthe EU at mid¬ 
night on March 29 — the 
first time a country ha sever 
left the world'sbiggest trad¬ 
ing bloc — but solutions to 
outstanding Brexit issues 
must be found by Novem¬ 
ber so parliaments have 
time to ratify any accord. 
May told reporters that her 
offer to solve the border 
riddle — the biggest ob¬ 
stacle to a deal — was'the 


only credible and negotia¬ 
ble plan on the table that 
delivers no hard border in 
Northern Ireland and also 
delivers on the vote of the 
British people" to leave the 
EU. 

"If we are going to achieve 
a successful conclusion 
then, just as the U.K. has 
evolved its position, the EU 
will need to evolve its posi¬ 
tion too,"she said. 


Tusk, though, highlighted 
shortfalls in Britain's position 
on avoiding a hard border, 
aswell ason economic co¬ 
operation, saying that 'the 
U.K.'s proposals will need 
to be reworked and further 
negotiated." 

He ramped up pressure on 
May — already struggling 
to keep herjob and control 
in-fighting within her Con¬ 
servative Party — by saying 


that time was fast running 
out. "Every day that is left 
we must use for talks," Tusk 
said. He said he wants a 
deal finalized this autumn, 
and urged leaders to hold 
another summit in mid-No¬ 
vember as part of a road¬ 
map to get the job done. 
Right from the start, both 
sides pledged to ensure 
there's no hard border 
around Northern Ireland 


but they disagree on how 
to get there. 

The EU has offered to ef¬ 
fectively keep Northern Ire¬ 
land in its customs union. EU 
chief Brexit negotiator Mi¬ 
chel Bamier says that could 
be done by checking 
goods destined for North¬ 
ern Ireland at companies 
and markets within the U.K. 
But London says this would 
undermine the U.K. by 
treating Northern Ireland 
differently from the rest of 
the country. May's latest 
plan — the so-called Che- 
quersproposals— envisions 
the whole U.K., including 
Northern Ireland, remaining 
in the European single mar¬ 
ket for goods only, thereby 
eliminating the need fora 
hard border. 'We have al¬ 
ways recognized thatthere 
are unique circumstances 
that apply in Northern Ire¬ 
land," May said. "But what 
we cannot accept is see¬ 
ing Northern Ireland carved 
awayfromthe U.K. customs 
territory because regard¬ 
less of where the checks 
would be, what that would 
mean would be that it 
would be a challenge to 
our constitutional and eco¬ 
nomic integrity.'O 


Ex-aide is star witness of panel probing Ftenchcr sis 



Former President Macron's security aide Alexandre Benalla ap¬ 
pears before the French Senate Laws Commission prior to his 
hearing, in Paris, Ranee, Wednesday, Sept 19,2018. 

Associated Press 


By ELAINE GANIEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A former se¬ 
curity aide of French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
who was videotaped beat¬ 
ing a protester apologized 
Wednesday for insulting a 
Senate commission as "lit¬ 
tle people" and calling its 
chief a "little marquis." 
Alexandre Benalla was 
the star witness of a Sen¬ 
ate commission investigat¬ 
ing issues triggered by the 
May Day march at which 
the former aide was video¬ 
taped beating a protester. 
Benalla'sblowsto a protest- 
eratthe march, which had 
descended into violence, 
led to Macron's most dif¬ 
ficult period in office since 
he became president in 
May 2017. 

"I have a deep respect for 
the Senate," Benalla told 
the commission. 

The ex-aide said he had 


overreacted in a radio in¬ 
terview last week when 
he insulted the panel, be¬ 
cause he felt some were 
"using the institutions of our 
country for political and 
media ends." 

"I've been raised in the re¬ 
spect of these institutions." 
The commission, which has 


taken testimony from min¬ 
isters, generals and other 
ranking officials, is trying to 
understand the nature of 
Benalla's job at the presi¬ 
dential Elysee Palace and 
why he benefited from 
numerous perks, including 
permission to carry a gun. 
It is also trying to uncover 


possible dysfunctions in 
Macron's security detail. 
Preliminary charges, includ¬ 
ing being involved in group 
violence, have been filed 
against Benalla, 27, and 
as a result questions about 
his actions on May Day are 
off-limits. 

Some members of Ma¬ 
cron's centrist party have 
protested Benalla's ap¬ 
pearance, with party chief 
Christophe Castaner sug¬ 
gesting at one point that it 
was part of a ploy to "bring 
down the president." 
Benalla's apology led off 
nea rly two-a nd-a-ha If hours 
of grilling during which he 
said he carried a gun forhis 
personal protection — not 
the president's — and insist¬ 
ed he was never Macron's 
bodyguard. 

Benalla was identified in 
late J uly as one of two men 
seen in an online video bru¬ 
tally roughing up a protest¬ 


er at the violent May Day 
march even though he was 
present asan observer. 

"I am not a thug ... a little 
ruffian," Benalla said in ref¬ 
erence to speculation that 
he was a hot-tempered 
man lacking the status of 
others at the presidential 
Elysee Palace. 

He wasfired only when the 
affair became a political 
scandal and Macron is re¬ 
organizing the Elysee to ad- 
dressalleged dysfunctions. 
The belated firing of Benal¬ 
la, and an initial light punish¬ 
ment, fed questions about 
whetherthe presidency un¬ 
der Macron had a hidden 
side that answered to no 
one with Benalla playing a 
critical role. 

Benalla stressed that he 
was never Macron's body¬ 
guard, saying his job was 
helping to orchestrate 
presidential outings, "a sort 
of conductor.'O 
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Jeep Tern Safa*/ 

Drive yeur own Jeep wrangler or Mia snnnage, or (Do a passenger] inrougn mo Country side, 
explore Aruba's secret beaches that yon would never on your own. wall present Aruba's 
total topside history by keep wiih the island's host guides pointing out the way and stopping at the 
most iconic sites tho island has to offer, such as Indian Catres national Part. Baby Beach & 
mo re ...dpi io no I loin us for a nice Saflin p & Sncrtelrng cruise after your Jeep Tour 
Visit us at Casa del Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday Inn Condergeflcbby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hul between Antilla & 
Palace Hotel on the beech, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Piaya Linda Resort. 
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Ra kista n's ex- PM Sharif freed after court suspends sentence 



A supporter of former Ra kista ni Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif holds his picture and makesa victory 
sign altera court oiling, outside the Islamabad High Court in Islamabad, kista n, Wednesday, 
Sept 19, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ZARARKHAN 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Paki¬ 
stan's former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif, his daughter 
and son-in-law were re¬ 
leased from prison Wednes¬ 
day after a court suspend¬ 
ed their sentences and 
granted them bail pending 
their appeals hearings 
The Islamabad High Court 
made the decision after 
the Sharifs petitioned to 
appeal their sentences, 
which were handed down 
by an anti-graft tribunal 
earlier this year in a corrup¬ 
tion case against them. The 
three were released from a 
prison in the garrison city of 
Rawalpindi. 

The development is the lat¬ 
est twist in a series of scan¬ 
dals involving the former 
prime minister, beginning 
with his ouster from office 
last year, to several corrup¬ 
tion cases and trials he still 
faces. 

When the anti-graft tri¬ 
bunal first convicted and 
sentenced Sharif on J uly 6, 
he was in London with his 
daughter, visiting his criti¬ 
cally ill wife. The father and 
daughter returned home a 


week later and were taken 
to prison to serve their sen¬ 
tences. 

Sharif's party, the Pakistan 
Muslim League, mean¬ 
while, lost in parliamen¬ 
tary elections later in July 
and has now taken on the 
mantle of opposition party 
to new Prime Minister Imran 
Kha n's government. 

In Wednesday's decision, 


the two-judge panel head¬ 
ed by Justice AtharMinal- 
lah ordered that Sharif, his 
daughter Maryam Nawaz 
and son-in-law Moham¬ 
mad Safdar, be released 
once they each post a 
bond of half a million ru¬ 
pees, orabout $4,000. 

In the evening, the three 
were released from the 
prison, where many party 


leadersand a large crowd 
of supporters gathered to 
receive them, said Sen. 
Mushahidullah Khan, a 
close aide to Sharif. Khan 
said Sharif and relatives 
were escorted to the air¬ 
port amid tight security. 
From there, they were to 
fly to the ea stem c ity of La - 
hore. Khan said Sharif and 
his daughter mourned the 


loss of Kulsoom Nawaz, 
Sharif's wife who died after 
a long battle with cancer 
while they were in prison. 

"I thought I would go 
straight to mother but she 
is no more," Khan quoted 
Nawazassaying. 

Television footage showed 
a security vehicle driving 
the Sharifs through a mas¬ 
sive crowd of supporters, 
some showering rose petals 
on the vehicle while oth¬ 
ers waved party flags and 
chanted slogans. Later, 
they arrived at the family's 
estate in the Lahore sub¬ 
urbs to a warm reception 
by supporters. 

Sharif was temporarily re¬ 
leased earlierthis month to 
attend hiswife'sfuneral. 
Prosecutors in the case, 
the National Accountabil¬ 
ity Bureau, said they would 
appeal Wednesday's ruling 
and take the case against 
Sharif to the country's Su¬ 
preme Court. 

Following the judges' deci¬ 
sion on Sharif and his fam¬ 
ily, supporters rushed to the 
court in jubilation, chanting 
pro-Sharifslogansand wav¬ 
ing banners and posters of 
the ex-premierO 


Police bieak up Muslim gatherings in Indian-held Kashmir 


Associated ness 
SRINAGAR, India (AP) — 

Police in Indian-controlled 
Kashmir fired tear gas and 
used batons on Wednes¬ 
day to break up religious 
processions marking the 
Muslim month of Muhairam. 
Authorities imposed a cur¬ 
few in Laic ho wk, the com¬ 
mercial hub of disputed 
Kashmir's main city of Sri¬ 
nagar, fearing that the re¬ 
ligious processions could 
morph into anti-India pro¬ 
tests. 

Clashes erupted when 
police attempted to stop 
groups of Muslims who 


were trying to break the 
curfew and hold proces¬ 
sions at several places in 
the c ity. 

Muharram, one of the most 
important holy days for Shi¬ 
ite Muslims, marksthe death 
of Prophet Muhammad's 
grandson, Imam Hussein, 
in the battle of Karbala on 
Ashura. Police detained 
over a hundred mourners, 
who were expected to be 
released laterin the day. 
Indian authorities "provide 
state facilities and protec¬ 
tion to facilitate the annual 
Hindu pilgrimage in Kash¬ 
mir but ban our traditional 


religious processions," said 
Ha kim Ad il, a pa rtic ipa nt in 
Wednesday's processions 
Officials say the processions 
are only banned in Srina¬ 
gar's main commercial hub 
to avoid a "law and order 
situation," a euphemism for 
anti-India protests. 

Residents of Indian-con- 
trolled Kashmir have often 
defied bans on large pub¬ 
lic gatherings since the out¬ 
break of an armed insur¬ 
gency in 1989 demanding 
the Himalayan region's in¬ 
dependence from India, or 
its merger with neighboring 
Pa kista n.Q 



Kashmiri Shiite Muslims shout slogans as ttiey clash with Indian 
policemen during a Muharram procession in Srinagar, India, 
Wednesday, Sept 19, 2018. 

Associated Press 
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Ethiopia'sstunning refbrmsnowchallenged by deadly unrest 



"Ihousa nds of protestors from the capital and those displaced by ethnic-based violence overthe 
weekend in Buiayu, demonstrate to demand justice fiom the government in Addis Ababa, Ethio¬ 
pia Monday, Sept 17, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ELIAS MESERET 
Associated ness 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 

— Ethiopia's stunning politi¬ 
cal reforms a re now threat¬ 
ened by long-standing 
ethnic tensions that have 
roared back to life since a 
young prime minister took 
power just five months ago 
and promised greaterfree- 
doms 

While exiled groups once 
banned as terror organiza¬ 
tions are welcomed home 
to join political dialogue, 
deadly violence erupts 
on the fringes of celebra¬ 
tions. On Saturday, tens of 
thousands of people gath¬ 
ered peacefully in Addis 
Ababa's Meskel Square to 
cheer one group's return. 
Two days later, police fired 
tear gas there to disperse 
people protesting killings 
blamed by some on youth 
from the same ethnicity. 
Suddenly, the government 
of 42-year-old Prime Min¬ 
ister Abiy Ahmed appears 
to be reaching for security 
tactics whose unpopular¬ 
ity helped to bring down 
the previous government, 
while some Ethiopians who 
cheered Abiy's reforms now 
accuse him of being soft 
on the unrest that poses his 
biggest challenge so far. 
Ihe internet winked off this 
week across the capital, a 
once-common act to con¬ 
trol dissenting voices The 
National Security Council 
has vowed "all necessary 
measures" against those 
spreading anarchy, the 
state-affiliated Fana Broad¬ 
casting Corporate report¬ 
ed. 

Some have even called for 
the return of the state of 
emergency that Abiy lifted 
in one of his first acts in of¬ 
fice. 

The prime minister himself, 
who shocked the country 
with a dizzying series of re¬ 
forms that included free¬ 
ing imprisoned opposition 
figures and vowing free 
and fair elections in 2020, 
has made warning sounds 
against the unrest. 

'There's nothing more 
shameful than a group of 
people committing these 
types of crimes against 
their fellow citizens," Abiy 
said Tuesday while visiting a 
camp for those displaced 


by the latest violence. 
Stability is crucial in a 
country whose fast-grow¬ 
ing economy, 100 million- 
strong population and se¬ 
curity ties make it the pow¬ 
erhouse of the turbulent 
but strategic Horn of Africa 
region. 

Ethnic-based conflicts 
mainly oversea roe resourc- 
esare common in Ethiopia, 
which is home to more than 
80 ethnic groups, but now 
the communal violence 
is spiraling at a scale that 
alarms many. 

"If this trend continues, I 
fear a time will come soon 
when Ethiopians yearn for 
the old dictatorial times," 
Mussie Tefera, a university 
student, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Ethiopia since 1991 has 
been led by a ruling coali¬ 
tion and allied parties that 
hold every seat in Parlia¬ 
ment and for years were 
accused by human rights 
groups of suppressing criti¬ 
cal voices. That grip on 
power slipped after anti- 
government protests that 


began in late 2015 in the 
Oromia and Amhara re¬ 
gions, home of the coun¬ 
try's two largest ethnic 
groups. 

Abiy's arrival in power was 
a surprise. He is the first 
prime minister from Ethio¬ 
pia's largest ethnic group, 
the Oromo. As the son of 
a Muslim father and Ortho¬ 
dox Christian mother who 
converted to Islam he has 
spoken out for tolerance. 
On an exuberant tour of 
the United Statesthatdrew 
large crowds, he spoke to 
Ethiopian communitiesand 
invited emotional exiles 
long wary of the govern¬ 
ment to return. 

His appeals to peace and 
openness, however, have 
not healed long-standing 
ethnic fractures between 
groups such asthe Oromo 
and the Somalis. Some dis¬ 
putes have worsened. The 
number of the country's in¬ 
ternally displaced people 
has reached 2.8 million, 
up from 1.6 million at the 
beginning of the year, ac¬ 
cording to the United Na¬ 


tions 

For some, the surge in un¬ 
rest comes with the recent 
shifts in power. 

"Local cadres and officials 
are instigating this violence 
for a petty political gain," 
Ethiopia's disaster preven¬ 
tion chief, Mitiku Kassa, 
told The Associated Press 
after fighting between 
the Oromo and others in 
the Gedeo and West Guji 
zones. 

Overthe weekend, the U.S. 
Embassy was among those 
issuing safety warnings 
amid the violence on the 
outskirts of the capital as 
many Ethiopians expressed 
outrage over the alleged 
targeting of people based 
on ethnic identity. More 
than 20 people were killed. 
'We demand justice,"some 
protesters chanted asthey 
passed by the prime minis¬ 
ter's office on Monday en 
route to Meskel Square. By 
the end of the day, mobile 
internet service across Ad¬ 
dis Ababa was blocked as 
citizens and Amnesty Inter¬ 
national pointed out hate 


speech against non-Oro- 
mo groupson social media. 
Internet service returned on 
Wednesday. 

While some accuse "paid 
agents" of trying to paint a 
bad image of Oromo youth 
emboldened by Abiy's 
rise to power, others sug¬ 
gest some unrest is being 
orchestrated by groups in 
the ruling coalition that lost 
powerwhen he tookoffice. 
Any internal frictions could 
be exposed when the ruling 
coalition holds its congress 
early next month, when it is 
expected to take steps to 
implement Abiy's whirlwind 
political and economic re¬ 
forms. 

"In a system where party 
and state have long been 
indistinguishable, the (co¬ 
alition's) fragmentation 
would be a dangerous 
thing," Michael Wo Id e mar¬ 
ia m, assistant professor of 
international relations at 
Boston University, wrote this 
month in Foreign Affairs. 
Ethiopians have long ex¬ 
pressed grievances over 
the country's federal struc¬ 
ture thatislargely based on 
ethnic lines and has been 
held together by the rul¬ 
ing coalition and itssecurity 
forces. 

"If the federal structure is 
implemented properly, it is 
fine," said Berhanu Nega, 
whose Patriotic Ginbot 
7 opposition group had 
been listed by Ethiopia as 
a terror group alongside 
the a l-Q a id a-linked al- 
Shabab before being wel¬ 
comed home from exile by 
the new government. "But 
what we have now here is 
a structure based mainly 
on ethnic identities and 
hence creating all these 
problems." 

Abiy's administration is fail¬ 
ing to guarantee law and 
order, said Awol Kassim 
Alio, a lecturer in law at 
Keele University School of 
Law in Britain. 

"At this defining momentfor 
this country and its people, 
the state needs a com¬ 
ma nder-in-chief that stirs 
the ship out of the storm," 
he sa id. "If we fa il to d efe nd 
this moment of ours and 
support this understand¬ 
ably challenging transi¬ 
tion, we will all lose a great 
deal.'O 
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Kim agrees to dismantle main nuke site if US takes steps too 



South Korean President Moon Jae-in, left; and North Korean leader Kim Jong Uh shake hands 
after signing the documents at the Raekhwawon State Guesthouse in Pyongyang, North Korea, 
Wednesday, Sept 19, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TALMADGE 
ROSIER KUJG 

PYONGYANG, North Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — The leaders of 
North and South Korea an¬ 
nounced a wide range of 
agreements Wednesday 
which they said were a ma¬ 
jor step toward peace on 
the Korean Peninsula. But 
the premier pledge on de¬ 
nuclearization contained 
a big condition, with North 
Korean leader Kim J ong Un 
stating he'd permanently 
dismantle his main nuclear 
complex only if the United 
States takes unspecified 
corresponding measures. 
Compared to the vague 
language of their two sum¬ 
mits earlier this year, Kim 
and South Korean Presi¬ 
dent Moon Jae-in agreed 
in their second day of 
meetings to an ambitious 
program meant to tackle 
soaring tensions last year 
that had many fearing war 
as the North tested a string 
of increasingly powerful 
weapons. 

Kim promised to accept 
international inspectors to 
monitorthe closing of a key 
missile test site and launch 
pad and to visit Seoul soon, 
and both leaders vowed 
to work together to try to 
host the Summer Olympics 
in 2032. 

But while containing sev¬ 
eral tantalizing offers, their 
joint statement appeared 
to fall short of the major 
steps many in Washington 
have been looking for — 
such as a commitment by 
Kim to provide a list of North 
Korea's nuclear facilities, a 
solid step-by-step timeline 
for closing them down, or 
an agreement to allow in¬ 
ternational inspectors to 
assess progress or discover 
violations. 


It also was unclear what 
"corresponding steps"North 
Korea wants from the U.S. 
to disma ntle its nuc lea rsite. 
The question is whether 
it will be enough for U.S. 
President Donald Trump to 
pick up where Moon has 
left off. Trump told reporters 
Wednesday that the out¬ 
come of the summit was 
"very good news" and that 
"we're making tremendous 
progress" with North Korea. 
He didn't indicate in his 
brief remarks whether the 
U.S. would be willing to ta ke 
further steps to encourage 
North Korean action on de¬ 
nuclearization. 

Dec la ring they had made a 
major step toward peace, 
Moon and Kim stood side 
by side asthey announced 
their joint statement to a 
group of North and South 
Korean reporters after 
a closed-door meeting 
Wednesday morning. They 


took no questions. 

'We have agreed to make 
the Korean Peninsula a 
land of peace that is free 
from nuclearweaponsand 
nuclear threat," Kim said 
at the guesthouse where 
Moon is staying. 'The road 
to our future will not always 
be smooth and we may 
face challenges and trials 
we can't anticipate. But 
we aren't afraid of head- 
windsbecause ourstrength 
will grow as we overcome 
each trial based on the 
strength of our nation." 

Kim and Moon earlier 
smiled and chatted asthey 
walked down a hallway 
and into a meeting room 
to finalize the joint state¬ 
ment, which also said that 
the leaders would push for 
a Korean Peninsula with¬ 
out nuclear weapons and 
to "eliminate all the dan- 
ger of war." Moon and Kim 
planned to visit a volcano 


sacred to the North on 
Thursday, the last day of 
Moon's visit. 

This week's summit comes 
as Moon is under increas¬ 
ing pressure from Washing¬ 
ton to find a path forward 
in efforts to get Kim to com¬ 
pletely — and unilaterally 
— abandon his nuclear ar¬ 
senal. 

Trump has maintained that 
he and Kim have a solid re¬ 
lationship, and both leaders 
have expressed interest in 
a follow-up summit to their 
meeting in June in Singa¬ 
pore. North Korea hasbeen 
demanding a declaration 
formally ending the Korean 
War, which wasstopped in 
1953 by a cease-fire, but 
neither leader mentioned 
it Wednesday asthey read 
the joint statement. 

In the meantime, however, 
Moon and Kim made con¬ 
crete moves of their own 
to reduce tensions on their 


border. 

According to a statement 
signed by the countries'de¬ 
fense chiefs, the two Koreas 
agreed to establish buffer 
zones along their land and 
sea borders to reduce mili¬ 
tary tensions and prevent 
accidental clashes. They 
also agreed to withdraw 11 
guard posts from the De¬ 
militarized Zone byDecem- 
berand to establish a no-fly 
zone above the military de¬ 
marcation line that bisects 
the two Koreasthat will ap¬ 
ply to planes, helicopters 
and drones. 

Though not directly linked 
to security, the leaders' 
announcement that they 
would seek a joint Summer 
Olympics was a significant 
move in terms of easing 
tensions and building trust. 
It a Iso flowsfrom the North's 
decision to participate in 
the Pyeongchang Winter 
Games in February, which 
wasregarded asa success 
for both sides 
Other agreements aimed 
at removing some long¬ 
standing irritants from their 
relations, such as allowing 
more contact between 
families divided by the Ko¬ 
rean War. Moon also ap¬ 
peared to be making good 
on his proposals to help 
build up the North's infra¬ 
structure and open cross- 
borderrail links 
Unlike Trump's initial tweets 
praising the summit, the 
news brought a quick and 
negative response from Re¬ 
publican Sen. Undsey Gra¬ 
ham, who tweeted that 
he was concerned the visit 
would undermine efforts 
by Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and U.N. Ambas 
sador Nikki Haley to impose 
"maximum pressure" on the 
NorthO 
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Rjeito Rico dialysis patients fear death 1 yea rafter Maria 



In this Sept 8, 2018 photo, paramedics wheel 42-year-old dialysis patient Sandra Medina out to 
the runway to be transferred to a plane atthe airport in Vieques, to be flown to Ceiba, then trans¬ 
ported by ambulance to the Resenius dialysis treatment clinic in Hu mac a o, FVierto Rico. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA COTO 
VIEQUES Puerto Rico (AP) 

— As weeks turned into 
months, the seats of the 
small plane began to emp¬ 
ty out. 

In the beginning, 15 pas¬ 
sengers flew from Vieques 
to the Puerto Rican main¬ 
land — refugeesfrom Hurri¬ 
cane Maria. The storm had 
ruined the only dialysis cen¬ 
ter on this tiny island, their 
home; without treatment, 
the kidney patients would 
die. 

But the thrice-weekly trips 
have taken a toll on these 
frail patients Five have 
died in this past year from 
causes ranging from heart 
failure to cancer, but ad¬ 
vocates insist that the very 
flights that keep the pa¬ 
tients alive have hastened 
theirdeaths. 

The mortality rate is "a high 
number,"said Angela Diaz, 
directorofthe nonprofit Re¬ 
nal Council of Puerto Rico. 
'We obviously cannot dis¬ 
miss the factthatthese are 
not appropriate conditions 
It's vital that (the govern¬ 
ment) take action as soon 
as possible. ... As much as 
they want to avoid the top¬ 
ic, we have to talk about 
how we're still doing this 
one yea rafter Maria." 

As dire as the situation may 
be, it could get worse. A 
mobile unit, purchased by 
federal officials to provide 
dialysis on Vieques, is stuck 
in California; the Renal 
Council, which ispaying for 
the d ia lysis flig hts, sa ys it will 
run out of money to do so 
by month's end. 

"If they take away our 
flights, we will end up dy¬ 
ing," said Elias Salgado, a 
56-year-old renal patient 
who is diabetic and suffers 
from high blood pressure. 
'There are not many of us 
left." 

The Vieques dialysis center 
was located in the island's 
only medical clinic, which 
officials declared contami¬ 
nated and ordered it de¬ 
molished. 

At first, the Federal Emer¬ 
gency Management 
Agency assumed respon¬ 
sibility, then nonprofits in¬ 
cluding ViequesLove and 
Americares Since March, 
the RenalCouncilhasbeen 


paying forthe flights, which 
ta ke just 20 minutes. But the 
journey is far longer. 

The patients wake up be¬ 
fore dawn, wait at the air¬ 
port forthe plane to arrive, 
clamberaboard and then, 
once they reach the main- 
la nd, wa it fo rtra nsp o rta tio n 
to the clinic. There, they sit 
for four hours as their blood 
flows through a filter and 
returns cleansed of toxins. 
Then they repeat the sa me 
routine to get home, arriv¬ 
ing about 12 hours after 
they started theirday. 

"It's exhausting," Salgado 
said. 

'You don't get used to this," 
chimed in Edwin Alvara¬ 
do, a 59-year-old dialysis 
patient who also has high 
blood pressure and had 
open heart surgery five 
months after Maria. 

A paramedic took Alvara¬ 
do's blood pressure on a 
recent Saturday before the 
flight: "It's high," the para¬ 
medic warned, "180 over 
110 ." 

Alvarado shrugged. Like 
Salgado, he'd love to 
move to the U.S. mainland 


and live close to a dialysis 
clinic, but he has nowhere 
to stay and cannot afford 
to leave Vieques and find 
somewhere new to live. 
Salgado has another rea¬ 
son to stay: He's on Puerto 
Rico'stranspla nt list. 

"I could be called at any 
moment,"he said. 

Both men cheered up as 
a third dialysis patient, Le- 
yla Rivera, strolled into the 
airport and lobbed small 
packets of vanilla cream 
cookies at each of them. 
She sat down with a sigh. 

At 45, she is one of the 
youngest patients on the 
flight, and even she strug¬ 
gles to find the energy. 
"Sometimes you come out 
of treatment dizzy, vom¬ 
iting," said Rivera, who is 
seeking a spot on the tra ns- 
plant list. The mother of an 
autistic child, she is forced 
to skip two d a ys of wo rk e v- 
ery week because of the 
flig hts. 

Before 7:30 a.m., the plane 
takes off. Less than an 
hour later, an ambulance 
with flashing lights pulled 
up to the airport. Inside 


lay 42-year-old Sandra 
Medina, another dialysis 
patient with diabetes and 
high blood pressure. Doc¬ 
tors amputated halfherleg 
afteran infection that wors¬ 
ened monthsago. 

She smiled slightly and con¬ 
fided that she's a nervous 
flyer, and that sometimes 
she loses hope. 

"We go through a lot," she 
said. 

Salgado's doctor, Jose 
Figueroa, worries a bout the 
effects of such exhausting 
travel. He like ns it to insisting 
that someone walk home 


afterrunning a marathon. 
"Eventually those patients, 
who already are fragile, will 
keep worsening," he said. 
A year of this, he said, was 
"unacceptable." 

Survivorsofthose who have 
died overthe pastyearac- 
knowledge that their loved 
ones were very sick, but 
they believe they need not 
have perished. 
HectorSerrano, 57, wasco- 
pastorofa Viequeschurch. 
He died in mid-August of 
cancerand other ailments. 
Said his sister, Magali Rive¬ 
ra: "It'sa crime what they're 
doing to these renal pa¬ 
tients. ... He (Hector) would 
have been by our side for 
longer." 

Peter Quinones, spokes¬ 
man for the Puerto Rican 
health secretary, Dr. Ra¬ 
fael Rodriguez Mercado, 
did not respond to several 
requests for comment on 
why Vieques still has no di¬ 
alysis center. Or why the 
department has not paid 
to have the $3 million mo¬ 
bile clinic FEMA purchased 
delivered to Vieques. Leg¬ 
islators in Puerto Rico have 
pledged that the clinic will 
soon arrive, although they 
have not said when. 

Daisy Cruz, deputy mayor 
of Vieques, said she is in 
constant communication 
with FEMA but receives 
limited answers from local 
health authorities. 
Meanwhile, money is run¬ 
ning out to pay for those 
flig hts. 

'Where is the conscience? 
Where is the humanity?" 
Cruz asked, tearing up. "It's 
always, 'We don't have the 
money, we don't have the 
money, we don't have the 
money.' But they're putting 
at risk lives that we could 
pro long.'□ 
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ImpactCafe: 'Speak Up For Hie Future Against Abuse' 


ORANJ ESTAD — Heart-Centered leadership Foundation will be organiz¬ 
ing aneventcalled "ImpactCafe: 'Speak up fbrthe future againstabuse" 
for youngsters between 14-to-20 years old, in order to bring awareness 
aboutabuse. The event will be directed by the Aruba Youth Impact plat¬ 
form, which is a partofthe foundation. 

Heart-Centered Leadership Foundation isa non-profit educationaI foun¬ 
dation which wasfounded with the idealto inspire and empoweryoung 
people to become authentic heart-centered leaders, who have discov¬ 
ered their destiny and purpose in life and who are committed to chang¬ 
ing the world in a positive matter. Their ultimate goal is to assist young 
people in becoming aware, high-integrity and heart-centered leaders in 
their communities and in the world. Tog ether with the Aruba Youth Plat¬ 
form they will be hosting the next event forthe Impact Cafe. 

ImpactCafe isa social gathering where youth are able to bring their per¬ 
spective forward based on different topicsthat are important to them. 
Impact Cafe is based on the model of "World Cafe" which emphasizes 
the importance of conversation in orderto reach solutionsand improve 
situations that happen in ourcommunity. InJ uly they organized 3gather- 
ings with topics regarding children's right foreducation, protection and 
health. During these sessionsabuse wasalso an important issue and they 
shared what they think might be solutions to start working on to prevent 
it. Abuse isa topic that recently has risen more and more in ourcom¬ 
munity, but it'san epidemic which many go through but preferto keep 
silentwhile being a victim of physical, emotional, negligence, sexual and 
verbal abuse. 

ImpactCafe: 'Speak Up For The Future Against Abuse' will take place 
on Wednesday September 26th, 2018 atTeresita Center in San Nicolas 
from 2:30 PM till 5 PM. Participation is free. Snacksand refreshments will 
be available. 

A special invitation isextended to the youth to letyourvoice resound and 
let's work together towards preventing abuse in Aruba. ImpactCafe is 
co-financed by CEDE Aruba and receives support from Futura Lab and 
National SDG Commission. The goal of Aruba Youth Impact is to getthe 
youth involved to be active members in the community by taking action, 
sharing ideas and experiences and towards working together initiating 
changesand make an impact in the community. More information can 
be found on theirFacebook page Aruba Youth Impact. O 
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Cultural & Creative Industries in a 
Nutshell, or not? 


Maastricht - Putting aside all prerogatives of Aruban cultural develop¬ 
ments and stigmas of creating a new industry in the arts, the first ques¬ 
tion that comes up for most people is; what exactly is a cultural and 
creative industry (CCI)? Aruba like many countries around the world is 
filled with cultural richness. 

The general notion of a holistic industry consisting of creative niche mar¬ 
kets is a contemporary framework. Today we will revise the exact defini¬ 
tion of a CCI and how it hasevolved overtime. Also, critically exploring 
the reasonswhy the Aruban CCI should be defined. "Fhe historical con¬ 
text and conceptual evolvement of the CCI framework began in the 
late 1940s in Germany with the cultural industriesframework.lhisiswhen 
the cultural form of industry wasfirst documented. However, it was not 
until 1970s when culture became a positive and popular concept in 
policymaking. Different countries such as the United Kingdom took the 
opportunity to incorporate the CCI in the general economic, cultural 
and social policy schemes 

Internationally, the use of the term CCI is the same, while how coun¬ 
tries define their CCI may differ. So, Aruba's construction of a CCI is 
unique throughout all sectors. In general, CCI refers to sectors of orga¬ 
nized activity whose principal purpose is the production, reproduction, 
promotion, distribution a nd/orcomme realization of goods, servicesand 
activitiesof a cultural, creative, artistic or heritage-related nature. These 
sectors include for example; the visual arts, performing arts, television 
broadcasting, radio, software, publishing, photography, multi-media, 
newspapers, magazines, museums, monuments, music industry, libraries 
and archives, gastronomy, film industry, design, fashion, gaming, digital 
media, arts&amp; craft, books, architecture and advertising. 

Asdescribed, the CCI isa very diverse and inclusive industry. Othercon- 
ceptsthatcame out of the CCI are creative entrepreneurship, creative 
tourism, creative cities, creative hubs and the creative economy, now 
known as the orange economy within the Latin America and Caribbean 
region. In the following weeks, we will look at these concepts and see 
how the interplay with the CCI could look like in the Aruban society. If 
we pull some la yersofthis information and we try to understand how the 
human body is designed and how receptive it is to produce creativity, 
you will notice that in some way creativity and culture can be an auto¬ 
matic output of ourlives. The human brain iscomprised by two separate 
parts. 

The biggest thing to comprehend is that being dominant in either the 
left or right side will mostly indicate how you process information. This 
wasdiscovered in the 60sby psych biologistand NobelPrize winnerRog- 
erW. Sperry. The general theory is that people are either left-brained or 
right-brained. If you're mostly analytical and methodical in yourthink- 
ing, you're said to be left-brained. If you tend to be more creative orar- 
tistic, you're thought to be right-brained. So now, back to CCI, let's look 
at some leading countries whom have invested in developing a CCI. 
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Couple leading countries that have put the CCI on the map include 
Australia and the United Kingdom. 

Both have incorporated the CCI within theireconomic, cultural and so¬ 
cial spheres to create not only value but a sense of inclusion, consid¬ 
ering their multi-cultural communities. Aruba, for one is not only rich in 
culture from numerous ethnic backgrounds, but has the obligation to 
provide opportunitiesthat outlook just economic factors. However, how 
do you implement a CCI if the definition is not clear or simply does not 
exist. The earliest mention ofthe CCI bythe Aruban government wasfor- 
mally expressed in 2016. Now two years la ter, whatdoesthe Aruban CCI 
look like? Does it represent the Aruban cultural dynamics? Could you 
identify with it? Putting aside the intrinsic meaning ofthe CCI definition, 
Aruba hasthe task to now define exactly what the CCI would look like. 

Continued on Rage 15 





























t. day 


LOCAL I A15 


THURSDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2018 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 



Open daily 10nm to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 


mimBBM 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S6 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1,000 in 
Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monlhty Early Bird 
Drawing when you purrhcise your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS 583,5000 I casinaalhambra.com_ 


Continued tram Rage 14 

Some countries have chosen a very holistic ap¬ 
proach forthe CCI, such asthe UK. Othercountries, 
like the Netherlands, chose to build a solid reputa¬ 
tion of 4 niche markets which are gaming, fashion, 
interior design and architecture. Looking at all the 
possible sectorsthat could be considered to fit with¬ 
in the 

CCI, itseemsto be a difficult, almost impossible task 
to selectwhatto exclude orinclude. ForAruba, this 
will not be different, because in the end, the ques¬ 
tion will be; isitquality overquantity orquantity over 
quality? Another possibility is to create sub catego- 
rieswithin the sectors, enabling a clustering process 
that will ensure a good structure, while minimizing 
exclusion. The reason we want to minimize inclu¬ 
sion, especially fora multi-cultural community, is be¬ 
cause we want everybody to feel they can identify 
to some sort with the definition. 

In the end, what we can take from literature is that 
Aruba can eitherfunnel itsCCI orchose a more di¬ 
verse scale. Thus, replicating the Aruban CCI to one 
that already exists is a Iso a big no. But, think about 
it, how would you describe the Aruban CCI? What 
would you include or exclude? One thing we can 
all agree on is that this step is probably the most 
importantone, because withouta proper inventory 
leading to a cleardefinition, we can simply notstart 
implementing a CCI in Aruba. Next time we will look 
into the relationship sustainable development and 
the CCI. We will explore how certain Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) could be achieved by 
considering the implantation of a CCI here in Aru¬ 
ba. Till then! 



Biography - Currently, Thais Franken is a 22-year-old Aruban student at the University 
of Maastricht (UM). She is studying a Master of Science in Public Policy and Human 
Development in collaboration with the UnitesNationsUniversity (UNU). Back home, on the 
beautiful island of Aruba she completed herBachelorof Artsin Organization, Governance 
& Management (OGM) atthe University of Aruba (UA). She successfully graduated and 
defended her thesis titled "Placing Culture and Creativity atthe Heart of the Aruban 
Sustainable Development" on July 6th 2018. Thais is very passionate about topics such 
as sustainability, innovation, culture and creativity. Next to her academic interests, she 
enjoys reading, writing, dancing and cooking. 
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'Father 1 of Raike Cura son: George Forbes 

By Unda Reijndeis 




For years I have been 
practicing sports at the ac¬ 
tual only real sport park in 
Aruba. Rarke Cura son at 
Jaburibari is a fenced park 
with covered basketball 
field, football field, BMX 
racing track, skateboard 
field, woikout stations, kid's 
play garden and a paved 
walking/ running/ biking 
path of 750 meter. It is lo¬ 
cated in the neighborhood 
Jaburibari and a popular 
spot for locals. If you would 
like to 'meet the locals', 
join in on some basketball 
games and sniff some 'cou- 
luie local', this is the place. 
But for me, the cherry on 
the pie is the dedication of 
the 'father 1 of the park to his 
job: meet George Forbes. 

face of the Place 


There are people that just 
do their job and there are 
people that make a differ¬ 
ence in the way they do 
their job. Forbes makes a 
difference when you visit 
Parke Cura son. He greets 
visitors, walks around to 
take off helping a kid pump 
his football or pointing out 
a bump in the runway to 
a jogger. He even is con¬ 
cerned with the cars that 
enter and directs them to 
an available parking spot. 
He is to most people of 
the park 'the face of the 
place' and many times we 
forget to thank people like 
him to stand out like this. 

150 daily visitots 

Aruba Today had a little 
chat with Forbes. "I work 
here since 13 years and 


I love everything about 
my job. I am supervisor 
and security. The people 
come here every day and 
the connection with them 
makes me happy." He ex¬ 
plains that for a day the 
park gets a bout 150 visitors. 
"That is the average, it can 
be more in the weekend." 
All nations and all ages 
are represented, indeed a 
multicultural all-generation 
park. The park he believes 
exists 14 years now, so he 
was here from almost the 
beginning. 

"The park at that time 
looked amazing, every¬ 
thing wasnew and in good 
shape. More and more 
people are coming now, 
the Aruban people love 
sports more now and that 
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is good. Comparing to 
the past it got better, that 
is why we need to focus 
on maintaining the park", 
George explains He likes to 
do sports himself, and he is 
always walking around to 
help young and old. "I am 
not somebody that sits in a 
comer making my money. 
There are a lot of things 
we need to take care of 
to prevent accidents." For 
George, his goal is to con¬ 
tinue making the people 
happy and see the park 
fixed up. "I hope that the 
promised maintenance will 
come to reality very soon. 
It is very important as this 
park has a crucial role." 

BMX training spot 

Jaymer Carolina, BMX-er, 
confirms the importance of 
the park to his sport: "The 
park is my training field. I 
train here 6 times a week 
from 5 to 7 pm." His club is 
called Rough Riders Aruba 
where he rides in the 17-24 
age category. "But next 
season I am planning to 
race elite, the pros It's all 
about adrenaline, speed, 
style and also trying to work 
your way up to the first 
place." Not only is the park 
a home to BMX groups, 
also basketball tea ms, foot¬ 
ball groups, skateboard fa¬ 
natics, little children, bikers, 
runners and walkers find 
their way. And after a II it is 
a Iso a soc ia I gathering spot. 
Like Daniel Tramp says: "This 
park allows me to practice 
my sports, BMX, and there¬ 
fore Icanrace abroad. But 
this is a Iso where I meet my 
friends. The park is in high 
need of maintenance and 
I hope this will be done 
soon and the government 
takes her responsibility in 
this." This opinion is shared 
by Sharitza Henriquez who 
likes to walk in the park. 
"There is a lot of lacked 
maintenance like the work¬ 
out stations" For George 
this is nothing new, he sees 
his park every day and is 
concerned about the state 
of it. "I welcome more and 
more people every time 
which is positive, but we 
need to fix things." 

Parke Cura son isopen daily 
from 5 am - 8.45 pm 
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Tennessee Titans head coach 
Mike Viabel celebrates with 
wide receiver Taywan Tay¬ 
lor (13) after Taylor scored a 
touchdown against the Hous¬ 
ton Texans in the first half of 
an NFL football game Sunday, 
Sept 16, 2018, in Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Associated Press 

New 
coaches 
get off 
to rough 
starts in 


2018 

By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Whiter 
ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) 

— Jon Gruden was wel¬ 
comed back to Oakland 
as a returning hero when 
he got hired for his second 
stint as coach of the Raid¬ 
ers. 

There was a party he host¬ 
ed forfansata local sports 
bar, loud ovations in the 
preseason and a height¬ 
ened level of excitement 
that Gruden could get 
the Raiders back to being 
the consistent winner they 
were during his first stint 
that started two decades 
ago. 

The reality has been far dif¬ 
ferent after two weeks. 

Continued on Rage 22 



Dodgers pad NLWest 
lead, top Rockiespc-2 


Los Angeles Dodgeis relief pitcher Kervta Maeda, of Japan, reacts after striking out Colorado Rockies 1 Ian Desmond during the 
eighth inning of a baseball game in Los Angeles* Tuesday, Sept 18, 2018. 

Associated Press 
Rage 20 
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Woods proud to be ba c k a t Ea st La ke for Fed Ex C up fina le 



In this Monday, Sept 3, 2018, file photo. Tiger Woods indicates the direction of the wind before 
teeing off on the third hole during the final round ofthe Dell Technologies Championship golftour- 
na merit at TPC Boston in Norton, Mass. 

Associated ness 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
ATLANTA (AP) — Tiger 
Woods is facing long odds 
of capturing the Fed Ex Cup 
and the $10 million bonus 
That's a II relative this year. 
Just having his own park¬ 
ing spot at East Lake, being 
back at the Tour Cham¬ 
pionship for the first time 
since 2013, even feeling 
lostduring a practice round 
because the nines were 
flipped, were all reminders 
that his greatest accom¬ 
plishment this year was be¬ 
ing part ofthe 30-man field. 
"I think the season itself has 
been amazing, to be able 
to have played this well," 
Woods said Wednesday. 
"I didn't know how many 
toumamentsl'd play in, and 
next thing you know, here I 
am in the Tour Champion¬ 
ship. ... To have come back 
from where I've come back 
from and to get here has 
been a pretty tall order." 

He didn't make it in 2014 
because of his first back 
surgery and his ill-advised 
attempt to return too early. 
He missed the entire FedEx 
Cup playoffs in 2015 when 
he couldn't chip the ball 
onto the green from 20feet 
away early in the season, 
and then his back started 
acting up late in the sea¬ 
son. He missed all of 2016 
while recovering from two 
more back surgeries, and 
all but one PGA Tour event 
in 2017 because of a fourth 
backsurgery. 

Never mind that Woods is 
at No. 20 in the FedEx Cup 
standings, having started 
no worse than No. 3 in his 
four previous FedEx Cup fi¬ 
nales. 

This is one tournament 
where it's more about the 
start than the finish. 

"It's great to have accom¬ 
plished one of the goals I 
set out at the beginning of 
the yeanto make itbackto 
East Lake to be part of the 
Tour Championship and 
part of these top 30 guys," 
he said. "I've exceeded a 
lot of my expectations and 
goals because so much of 
it wasan unknown." 

The only thing left to cap 
off a remarkable come- 
backwould be a trophy. 
This is his lastchance. 

That still probably wouldn't 
be enough for Woods to 


win the FedEx Cup for the 
third time — no one else 
haswon it more than once. 
The better odds are with 
the top five seeds — Bryson 
DeChambeau, J ustin Rose, 
Tony Finau, Dustin Johnson 
and J ustin Thomas — who 
only have to win the Tour 
Championship to take 
home the richest bonus in 
golf. 

Thomas has even more at 
stake. No one, not even 
Woods, haswon the FedEx 
Cup in successive years. 
Thomas was runner-up 
at East Lake a year ago, 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Baseball 
players' union officials met 
last month with manage¬ 
ment of the four teams 
accused in a grievance 
of improper spending of 
revenue-sharing money, 
people familiar with the 
grievance process told The 
Associated Press. 

Players' association gen¬ 
eral counsel Ian Penny and 
Rick Shapiro, senior adviser 
to union head Tony Clark, 
were among the union ex¬ 
ecutives who traveled to 
meet separately with of¬ 
ficials of the Miami Marlins, 


which was enough for him 
to move pastj ordan Spieth 
and capture the cup. 

"I'm excited to have an op¬ 
portunity to do something 
that no one haseverdone, 
which is pretty cool,"Thom¬ 
as said. "I'm not sure if it was 
true or not, but I heard that 
no one had been in the top 
five afterwinning the FedEx 
Cup." 

It's true. 

Woods never followed a 
Fed Ex Cup title with a top-5 
seed because he was re¬ 
covering from knee surgery 
in 2008, and he was putting 


Oakland Athletics, Pitts¬ 
burgh Pirates and Tampa 
Bay Rays, the people said, 
speaking to the AP on 
condition of anonymity 
Tuesday because no an¬ 
nouncements were autho¬ 
rized. An economist also 
was among the union offi¬ 
cials who attended. 

At the time the grievance 
was filed in February, MLB 
denied any inappropri¬ 
ate use of revenue-sharing 
money, as did Pittsburgh 
and Tampa Bay. Oakland 
said it supported MLB's 
statement, and new Mar¬ 
lins CEO Derek Jeter de¬ 
fended his team's decision 


his personal life back to¬ 
gether in 2010. Spieth won 
in 2015 and was No. 7 go¬ 
ing into the Tour Champi¬ 
onship the following year. 
Spieth didn't make it back 
this year, finishing at No. 31 
after a poor week at the 
BMW Championship. 

It was an example that 
even some of the best in 
the world can't bank on 
ma king it ba c k to Ea st La ke 
without playing great golf. 
Woods was good enough, 
and betterthan he thought. 
He was in the mix on the 
back nine at the last two 


to rebuild and go young. 
Patrick Houlihan, Major 
League Baseball's senior 
vice president and deputy 
general counsel for labor 
relations, was at the four 
sessions along with MLB 
chief financial officer Bob 
Starkey and additional staff 
from the commissioner's of¬ 
fice, the people said. 
Teams made presenta¬ 
tions and the union officials 
asked questions The next 
step is unclear; a hearing 
before arbitrator Mark Ir¬ 
vings has not been sched¬ 
uled. 

The fourclubshave among 
the five lowest payrolls in 


majors He came to the 
18th hole at Innisbrook 
needing a birdie to tie for 
the lead. He had six finishes 
in the top 10. And the num¬ 
ber that means the most 
might be the tournaments 
he played. The Tour Cham¬ 
pionship is his 18th event, 
his busiest schedule to date 
since 2012. 

Woods first showed signs 
of back trouble in the fi¬ 
nal round ofthe 2013 PGA 
Championship, though he 
revealed Wednesday that 
his back first started acting 
up a year earlier in the Ry¬ 
der Cup at Medinah, and 
that he asked to play as 
late as possible. 

'That's the only wave I've 
ever missed," said Woods, 
who sat out the Saturday 
morning session, and end¬ 
ed up halving the last of 12 
singles matches as Europe 
rallied from a four-point 
deficit to win. East Lake is 
only part of the reward. 
Woods will be on the char¬ 
ter Sunday night to France 
for his first Ryder Cup since 
2012. He finished 11th in 
the standings and was as 
easy choice as a captain's 
pick by J im Furyk. Spieth is 
the only American on the 
Ryder Cup team not at 
East Lake. For the other 11, 
along with six players on the 
European team, the focus 
is on the FedEx Cup and its 
$10 million prize this week, 
followed by a cup with no 
prize at a II nextweek.Q 


the majorleaguesand only 
the Athletics appear head¬ 
ed to the postseason. 
Tampa Baywasata major 
league low $70.5 million for 
its 40-man roster, accord¬ 
ing to Aug. 31 calculations 
by MLB, just below the Chi¬ 
cago White Soxat $71.3 mil¬ 
lion. Oakland was at $77.8 
million, Miami at $89.5 mil¬ 
lion and Pittsburgh at $89.8 
million. All other tea ms are 
at more than $99 million. 
Oakland will be disqualified 
from receiving revenue¬ 
sharing money starting with 
the offseason afterthe 2020 
season, according to base¬ 
ball's laborcontract.Q 


APNewsBreak: 

Baseball union, teams meet on revenue grievance 
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Rams* J aguaistake lop 2 spots in latest AP Ro32 poll 



Los Angeles Rams tunning back Ibdd Gurley celebrates after 
scoring during the fiisthalfofan NFL football game againstthe 
Arizona Cardinals Sunday, Sept 16, 2018, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By SMMI BLTTIAR 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — And the 

winneris.... the LosAngeles 
Rams. 

The Rams, who have 
looked dominant in the first 
two weeks of the regular 
season, have grabbed the 
top spot from the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots in the latest AP 
Pro32 poll on Tuesday. 

The Rams received nine of 
the 12 first-place votes and 
380 points in balloting by 
media memberswho regu¬ 
larly cover the NFL. 

The Rams a re coming off a 
34-0 rout of the listless Arizo¬ 
na Cardinals and will host 
the Chargers at the Colise¬ 
um on Sunday in an All-LA 
matchup. 

"(Coach) Sean McVay rest¬ 
ed most of his sta rters in the 
preseason, but the Rams 
already look like they're in 
midseason form after an¬ 
other dominating win, al¬ 
beit over a woeful Cardi¬ 
nals team," Newsday's Bob 
Glaubersaid. 


The Jacksonville Jaguars 
earned the remaining 
three first-place votes for 
375 points The Jaguars 
moved up three spots after 
their impressive 31-20 win 
overthe Patriots, who fell to 
No. 5. 

"At least for now, the AFC's 
early season torch has 
been passed to the Jag¬ 
uars after last Sunday's 
thumping of New England," 
said Alex Marvez of The 
Sporting News 
The Minnesota Vikings 
stayed at No. 3 after ral¬ 
lying to tie the rival Green 
Bay Packers 29-29 at Lam- 
beau Field. 

"The Vikings got better 
when they signed (kicker) 
Dan Bailey," said Charean 
Willia ms of Pro Footba II Ta Ik. 
Bailey was signed after the 
Vikings waived Daniel Carl¬ 
son following his missed 
three field-goal attempts. 
The fifth-round draft pick 
from Aubum missed field 
goalsof48,49and 35yards, 
with the last two failed tries 


coming in overtime. 

The Packers also kept their 
spot at No. 6 after the 
league's second consecu¬ 
tive week with a tie. 

Patrick Mahomes and the 
Ka nsa s C ity C hiefs, who a re 
off to a 2-0 start, moved up 
three places to No. 4. 
Mahomes had six touch¬ 
down passesforthe Chiefs, 
who are coming off a 42-37 
victory over Pittsburgh and 
will face the San Francisco 
49ers in their home opener 
on Sunday. 

'The thrilling Pat Mahomes 
Show is covering up some 
serious defensive deficien¬ 
cies at the moment," said 
Ira Kaufman of Fox 13 in 
Tampa, Florida. 

The Tampa Bay Bucca¬ 
neers, led by a resurgent 
Rya n Fitzp a trie k, va u Ite d 
seven spots to No. 8 after 
topping the Philadelphia 
Eagles 27-21. 

The Buccaneers will face 
another challenge when 
they host the Pittsburgh 
Steelerson Monday night. 


"Need to beat Steelers 
now," Fox Sports'J ohn Czar- 
neckisaid of the Bucs. 

The Eagles, who will get 
back quarterback Carson 
Wentz following his knee in¬ 
jury when they host the In¬ 
dia napolisColtson Sunday, 
dropped five spotsto No. 7. 
The Atlanta Falcons inched 
up a spot to No. 9 after 
earning their first win of the 


season with a 31-24 victory 
overthe Carolina Panthers. 
And the surprising Cincin¬ 
nati Bengals rounded out 
the top 10 after topping 
Baltimore 34-23. The Ben¬ 
gals will be without running 
J oe Mixon for a few weeks 
following his knee surgery. 
They will face the Panthers 
and Fa Icons on the road in 
the next two weeks.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood"or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour 
trips also available}.To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
(297J-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated In the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 
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Taylor HR sn 10th, Dodgeistop Roc kies 3- 2, pad NLWestlead 



Los Angeles Dodgers' Chrislaylorhitsa walk-offsolo home tun during the 10th inning ofa baseball 
game againstthe Colotado Roc kies in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Sept 18,2018. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — C hris 
Taylor hit a solo home run 
in the 10 th inning to extend 
Los Angeles' lead in the NL 
West to IV 2 games over 
Colorado. 

Taylor connected off 
Adam Ottavino (6-4) with 
one out and wasswarmed 
by teammates at home 
plate. A day after moving 
past the Rockies into first 
place, the defending NL 
champions matched their 
largest lead of the season. 
Ihe Dodgerswon the series 
opener 8 - 2 . 

Dylan Flora (6-3) got the 
win by striking out two in 
the 10 th. 

Dodgers starter Clayton 
Kershaw gave up two runs 
and three hits in seven in¬ 
nings. 

Rockies counterpart Kyle 
Freeland allowed two runs 
in 6 2/3 innings. Charlie 
Blackmon ho me red for 
Colorado. 

Los Angeles tied it 2-all in 
the fifth when Austin Ba mes 
scored on a throwing error 
by third baseman Nolan 
Arenado. 

CUBS9, DIAMONDBACKS 1 
PHOENIX (AP) — Javier 
Baez and Daniel Murphy 
each hit an early two-run 
homer as Chicago routed 
fading Arizona. 

With their fifth victory in six 
games, the Cubsincreased 
their NL Central lead to 3 
1/2 games over Milwau¬ 
kee, which lost at home to 
last-place Cincinnati. 

Mike Montgomery (5-5) al¬ 
lowed a run and four hits 
with a season-high eight 
strikeouts in sixinningsforhis 
first win since Aug. 7. 

Ihe slumping Diamond- 
backs dropped six games 
behind the first-place 
Dodgers in the NL West 
and six back of St. Louis for 
the second wild card. They 
have lost four in a row and 
nine of 11 . 

J ust before Baez connect¬ 
ed, Anthony Rizzo lined out 
to end a 17-pitch at-bat. 
Rizzo added a two-run sin¬ 
gle in a four-run fifth. 

Matt Andriese (3-6) last¬ 
ed two innings and was 
charged with five runs on 
five hits in a bullpen game 
for Arizona. 

CARDINALS 8 , BRAVES 1 
ATLANTA (AP) — Paul De- 


Jong hit a two-run homer, 
Yadier Molina added a 
two-run single in a four-run 
eighth inning and St. Louis 
won 115third straightgame. 
Austin Gomberpitched five 
effective innings for St. Lou¬ 
is, which holds a slim lead 
forthe second NLwild card. 
Ihe Cardinals top the Na¬ 
tional League with 36 vic¬ 
tories since All-Star break, 
and their 43 road wins this 
season rank second. 
Atlanta's division lead 
dropped to 5 V 2 games over 
Philadelphia as the Braves 
lost their fourth in a row af¬ 
ter a season-best six-game 
winning streak. They are 
38-38 at SunTrust Park and 
have dropped 14 of 18 at 
home. 

Ihe Braves' magic number 
remained at seven as they 
try to clinch a division title 
forthe first time in five yea is. 
Philadelphia beat the New 
York Mets 5-2. 

Anibal Sanchez ( 6 - 6 ) al¬ 
lowed four hits and two 
runs and struck out six in five 
innings. 

Gomber (6-1) gave up 
six hits, one run and three 
walks while striking out five 
for his fifth victory in his last 
six decisions. 

REDS 3, BREWERS 1 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Jose 
Peraza capitalized on 
Chase Anderson's home 
run troubles with a drive in 
the first inning and Cincin¬ 
nati handed Milwaukee its 
third loss in four games 
Ihe Brewers' edge for the 
top NL wild-card spot was 
cut to two games over St. 
Louis. Milwaukee fell 3Vz 
games behind the first- 
place Cubs in the NL Cen¬ 
tral. 

Milwaukee managed only 
three hits against five Cin¬ 
cinnati pitchers. It was the 
third low-scoring defeat for 
the Brewers in four games 
— they lost to Pittsburgh 
3-1 on Saturday and 3-2 on 
Sunday. 

Michael Lorenzen, making 
his first start since 2015 after 
151 relief appearances, al¬ 
lowed one unearned run 
on one hit in four innings 
Sal Romano (8-11) followed 
with 2 1/3 scoreless innings 
forthe victory. 

Raise I Iglesias struck out 
three in the ninth after a 
leadoff walk for his 28th 
save. 

Anderson (9-8) gave up 
three runs on six hits with 
two walks in 3 2/3 innings, 
matching his shortest start 
of the season. Six relievers 


blanked the Reds the rest 
of the way. 

PHILLIES5, MET52 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — J orge 
Alfaro hit a go-ahead, 
three-run homer in the sixth 
inning and Philadelphia 
boosted its faint playoff 
hopes 

Philadelphia overcame an 
uneven outing from ace 
Aaron Nola and a home 
run by starter Steven Matz 
that made him the third 
Mets pitcher to homer in 
consecutive appearances. 
The Phillies won for the 
third time in 10 games and 
moved within 5 y 2 games of 
Atlanta forthe NLEastlead. 
The Braves lost at home to 
St. Louis 

Wilson Ramos and Justin 
Bourdelivered pinch-hit RBI 
hits in a five-run sixth before 
Alfaro drilled a curveball 
from Drew Smith (1-1) to 
left-center for his 10 th hom¬ 
er. And with that, Matz's 
eventful performance was 
wasted by the Mets. 

The other Mets pitchers to 
homer in back-to-back 
outings were Hall ofFamer 
Tom Seaver(1972) and Ron 
Darling (1989). 

Pat Neshek (3-1) relieved 
Nola and got the final out 
of the sixth. Seranthony 


Dominguez, Tommy Hunt¬ 
er and Hector Neris each 
pitched a scoreless inning 
as the Phillies improved to 
7-11 against the Mets this 
season. 

PIRATES 2, ROYALS 1, 11 IN¬ 
NINGS 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pinch- 
hitter Ryan Lavamway 
drove in the winning run 
with a single in the 11 th in¬ 
ning and Jameson Taillon 
struck out a career-high 11 
forPittsburgh. 

It was just the second at- 
bat of the season for the 
30-year-old Lavamway, the 
Pirates' fourth-string catch¬ 
er. He hit .288 in 77 games 
in with Triple-A Indianapo¬ 
lis Lavamway has played 
142 career games with five 
teams 

Starling Marte led off the 
11 th with an infield single 
off Burch Smith (1-6). Josh 
Bell walked and Burch 
struck out Francisco Cer- 
velli before Adam Frazier 
was intentionally walked to 
load the bases, setting up 
Lavamway's walk-off hit to 
shallow center. 

Pinch-hitter Hunter Dozier 
tied the game in the ninth 
with a double off Pirates 
closer Felipe Vazquez that 
scored Jorge Bonifacio. 
Left fielder Corey Dickerson 
threw to shortstop Jordy 
Mercer, who relayed home 
to throw outSalvadorPerez 
and preserve the tie. 

Kyle Crick (3-2) retired the 
side on 10 pitches in the 
11 th to earn the win. 
NATIONALS4, MARUNS2 
MIAMI (AP) — Stephen 
Strasburg matched hissea- 
son high with 11 strikeouts 
and Bryce Harper tied a 
season high with five walks 
to lead Washington. 
Anthony Rendon drove in 
two runs for the Nationals 
(77-75), who moved within 
6 V 2 games of the NL East¬ 
leading Atlanta. 

Strasburg (9-7) pitched six 
innings and allowed two 
runs and five hits with two 
walks. At one point, he 
struck out six consecutive 
batters 

Sean Doolittle pitched a 
perfect ninth for his 25th 
save in 26 opportunities. 
Sandy Alcantara (2-1) 
pitched four innings forthe 
Marlins and allowed six hits, 
six walks, and three runsQ 










Yankees top Red Sox 3-2 f 
deny Boston a division clincher 


By The Assoc iated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Neil 
Walker hit a three-run hom¬ 
er, 7b ch Britton started a 
game-ending double play 
on New York's third try in 
the ninth inning and the 
Yankees kept the Boston 
Red Sox from a bubbly cel¬ 
ebration in the Bronx for at 
least another night with a 
3-2 victory Tuesday. 

Batting from the left side, 
Walker launched a no¬ 
doubter in the seventh in¬ 
ning off Ryan Brasier for 
the Ya nkees' third hit of the 
game and a 3-1 lead. 
Aaron Judge returned to 
New York's lineup for the 
first time since breaking his 
right wrist J uly 26, while AL 
MVP candidate Mookie 
Betts got a day off for Bos¬ 
ton after injuring his left side 
Sunday. J udge hit a pop fly 
to the warning track but fin¬ 
ished 0for4. 

NewYorkmoved 2V2gannes 
ahead of Oakland forthe 
top AL wild card. Ihe A's 
lost at home to the Angels 
Boston is trying to clinch the 
AL East at Yankee Stadium 
forthe second time in three 
yea rs. The Red Sox lea d the 
Yankees by 10 1/2 games 
and entered the night with 
a magic number of four 
over the Astros to lock up 
baseball's best record. 

The game started about six 
hours after it was supposed 
to begin. Originally sched¬ 
uled for 1:05 p.m., it was 
pushed back earlier in the 
morning because heavy 
rain was in the forecast. 
Chad Green (8-2) and Da¬ 
vid Robertson relieved J .A. 
Happ and got the ball to 
Britton, who capped a five- 
hitter for his sixth save. 
Boston reliever Brandon 
Workman (6-1) walked two 
in the seventh before Walk¬ 
er took Brasier deep. The 
Red Sox bullpen wasted 
six scoreless innings of two- 
hit ball from hard-throwing 
starter Nathan Eovaldi. 
ANGELS9, ATHLETICS7 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Ka- 
leb Cowart hit a go-ahead 
grand slam in a six-run sixth 
inning before adding an 
RBI triple, and Los Angeles 
rallied past Oakland. 

The Athleticsfellfive games 


back of the AL West-lead¬ 
ing Astros and 2 1/2 behind 
the Yankees for the top 
wild card. 

Andrelton Simmons hit a 
two-run single to get the 
Angels started in the sixth 
before Cowart connected 
against Lou Trivino (8-3) for 
his club's first grand slam of 
the season. 

Mike Trout hit his35th home 
run for Los Angeles and 
stole his24th base. 

Noe Ramirez (6-5) pitched 
1 1/3 innings of relief for 
the win. Ty Buttrey allowed 
a two-run single to pinch- 
hitter Dustin Fowler in the 
eighth but got five outs for 
his fourth save. 

MarkCanha hit a three-run 
double forthe A's, who lost 
for the fourth time in five 
games 

ASTROS 7, MARINERS0 
HOUSTON (AP) — Marwin 
Gonzalez hit a two-run 
homer in a four-run third in¬ 
ning that helped Houston 
eliminate Seattle from con¬ 
tention forthe AL West title. 
Houston extended its di¬ 
vision lead to five games 
over second-place Oak¬ 
land. 

Rookie starter Josh James 
(1-0) struck out seven and 
scattered four hits over 5 
1/3 innings for his first major 
league win. Four relievers 
completed the shutout. 
Seattle starter Mike Leake 
(10-10) yielded six hits and 
five runs in 6 1/3 innings to 
snap a two-game winning 
streak. 

RAYS 4, RANGERS0 
ARUNGTON, Texas (AP) 


SOMERVILLE, Mass. (AP) — 

The Boston Red Sox have 
not clinched this year's 
American League East di¬ 
vision championship, but 
a banner marking the ac¬ 
complishment has already 
been accidentally un¬ 
veiled. 

Friends Louie lacuzzi, 
James Amaral and Ran¬ 
dy Baldasarri tell WFXT-TV 
they were out for coffee in 
Somerville, Massachusetts, 
on Monday morning when 


— Blake Snell became 
the major leagues' first 20- 
game winner in two years, 
pitching Tampa Bay past 
Texas 

Snell (20-5) threw one-hit 
ballforfive innings and tied 
the Tampa Bay record for 
victories in a season. Da¬ 
vid Price also won 20 in his 
Cy Young Award season of 
2012. 

Snell won his eighth straight 
start. The 25-year-old lefty 
struck out five, walked two 
and threw 92 pitches, exit¬ 
ing with a 1.97 EFLA. 

Tampa Bay has won four 
straight and 13 of 16 this 
month in a last-ditch at¬ 
tempt to wrest a playoff 
berth from Oakland. The 
Rays moved within 5% 
games of the Athletics for 
the second ALwild card. 
The Rays scored three 
times in the fourth against 
Yovani Gallardo (8-6). Wil¬ 
lie Adames hit a two-run 
homer and Joey Wendle 
had an RBI double. 

BLUE JAYS 6, ORIOLES 4 
BALTIMORE (AP) — The Ori¬ 
oles fell to Toronto, drop¬ 
ping their 108th game, a 
team record for losses in a 
season since they arrived in 
Baltimore in 1954. 

The 1988 Orioles, who 
opened the season 0-21, 
held the previous team re¬ 
cord forlosseswith a 54-107 
finish. The overall franchise 
record fordefeatsislll, set 
by the 1939 St. Louis Browns 

— a mark this year's team 
could still eclipse. 

The Orioles led 4-2 in the 
seventh before a throw- 


they spotted something in 
the road. As they peeled 
off the brown paper wrap¬ 
ping, they thought it was 
jerseys The men, all Red 
Sox fans, were stunned to 
find out it was the Ameri¬ 
can League East division 
title banner. A Red Sox 
spokesman tells the sta¬ 
tion the banner apparently 
fell off a vendor's delivery 
truck. The team planned to 
send a courier to retrieve 
the bannerWednesdayO 


loo soon? Fans find Red 
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Boston Red Sox pitcher Ryan Brasier (70) reacts as New York 
Yankees' Neil Walker inns the bases alter hitting a three-run 
home tun during the seventh inning of a baseball game Tues¬ 
day, Sept 18, 2018, in New Yoik. 

Associated Press 


ing error by third base- 
man Steve Wilkerson on 
a grounder by Teoscar 
Hernandez allowed two 
runs to score. Lourdes Gur- 
riel J r. followed with a two- 
RBI single off reliever Paul 
Fry that that gave Toronto 
a 6-4lead. 

Jake Petricka (3-1) pitched 
two scoreless innings. Tyler 
Clippard held the Orioles 
in the eighth, and Ken Giles 
earned his23rd save. 

TWINS5, TIGERS3 
DETROIT (AP) — Chris Gi- 
menez homered and Tyler 
Austin drove in three runsto 
lead the Twins 
The Twins have won three 


straight, while the Tigers 
have lost seven of nine. 
Mikie Mahtook drove in all 
of Detroit's runs. 

Jake Odorizzi (7-10) al¬ 
lowed two runs on four hits 
in 6 1/3 innings. He walked 
one and struck out six in his 
first start since losing a no¬ 
hitter in the eighth inning 
against the New York Yan¬ 
kees 

Trevor Hildenberg pitched 
the ninth for his seventh 
save, allowing Mahtook's 
two-out RBI single. 

Daniel Norris (0-5) pitched 
a season-high 5 1/3 innings, 
allowing two runs on five 
hits and three walksO 


banner in sheet 



In this Tuesday, Sept 18, 2018 photo, fiiends hold a banner they 
found in Somerville, Mass., that proclaims the Boston Red Sox 
are the 2018 American League East Champions, though the 
team has not yet clinch the division. 

Associated ness 
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Detroit Lions head coach Matt ftetricia stands on the sidelines during the second half of an NR. 
football game againstthe San Bancisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Sept 16, 2018. San 
Francisco won the game 30-27. 

Associated Press 


NEWCOACHES 
Continued from Rage 17 

Fans are frustrated by the 
trade of the team's best 
player, Khalil Mack, the 
crowd booed at the end 
of a lopsided, season¬ 
opening loss, and an 0-2 
start have raised questions 
about how long it will take 
to tum the Raiders into a 
winner. 

"We're going to keep build¬ 
ing our football team. 
Whether tha t tra nslates into 
one win orfourwinsorany 
wins, I'm not going to make 
any predictions," Gruden 
said. 

"I want to continue to play 
good, hardnose football. 
Keep improving. Keep im¬ 
proving and good things 
will happen. I'm not going 
to sit here and make any 
predictions about anything 
other than we're going to 
play hard and provide the 
best effort we can." 
Gruden's not alone when 
it comes to getting off to 
slow starts in a new tenure 
as coach. All seven new 
coaches lost on the open¬ 
ing weekend for the worst 
debut performance in NFL 
history for a new class of 
coaches. 

There was some improve¬ 
ment in Week 2 as India¬ 
napolis' Frank Reich, Chi¬ 
cago's Matt Nagy and 
Tennessee's Mike Vrabel all 
got into the win column for 
the first time in their head 
coaching careers. 

"It always helps to win," 
Vrabel said. 'When you're 
trying to explain things to 
a team, or trying to get a 
message across, there has 
to be some tangible evi¬ 
dence to say, 'Hey, when 
we do these thingswe give 
ourselvesa chance to win.'" 


The otherthree new coach¬ 
es are in the same boat as 
Gruden, searching for that 
elusive first win and facing 
questions about whether 
they were the right choice 
forthe job. 

The New York Giants have 
looked listless on offense in 
their first two games under 
former Minnesota offensive 
coordinator Pat Shurmur, 
scoring only one ID in the 
opener and not making it 
into the end zone until 1:27 
remained in a 20-13 loss to 
Da llas this past week. 

It's the defense that's been 
the problem in Detroit un¬ 
der former New England 
defensive coordinatorMatt 
Patricia. The Lions have al¬ 
lowed 78 points in losses to 
the J etsand San Francisco, 
the third most in franchise 
history after two games. 

"I certainly understand their 


frustration and we're doing 
everything we can pos¬ 
sible to make sure we get 
this turned around," Patri¬ 
cia said of Detroit fa ns who 
have celebrated just one 
playoff win in the past 60 
years. 

"I expect to win every sin¬ 
gle week and go out and 
we work extremely hard 
to make sure we get that 
done, and we have to 
keep pushing forward." 

The Cardinals have been 
perhaps the worst team of 
all under Steve Wilks, get¬ 
ting outscored 58-6 the first 
two weeks against Wash¬ 
ington and the Rams and 
failing even to cross mid- 
field until the next-to-last 
play of the game in Sun¬ 
day's 34-0 drubbing against 
LosAngeles. 

There are already questions 
about coordinator Mike 


McCoy's status in Arizona 
and about when rookie 
quarterback Josh Rosen 
should take over from Sam 
Bradford. 

'We all need to look in the 
mirrorand check ourselves 
and figure out, 'What can 
I do to help this team win 
games?"'Wilks said. 

"I don't think your actual 
long-term vision changes 
and your expectations, 
but you have to be able to 
adapt in this league. We're 
looking to make changes. 
We're looking to make this 
thing better and make it 
rig ht. 

'So, to say that we're satis¬ 
fied, (to say that) I'm satis¬ 
fied to where we are right 
now not scoring a touch¬ 
down in two games and 
having a lack of produc¬ 
tion on the offensive side of 
the ball, no. We've got to 


make some changes" 

One of the problems for 
these new coaches is the 
reason they were hired 
in the first place was that 
something was wrong with 
their franchises The Titans 
are the only one of the 
seven teams to make the 
playoffs in 2017 and the Li¬ 
ons are the only other that 
had a winning record. 

The Cardinals are in a ma¬ 
jor transition after the re¬ 
tirement of coach Bruce 
Arians and quarterback 
Carson Palmer, while the 
Raiders, Giants and Colts 
combined for just 13 wins a 
yearago. 

With those recent struggles 
and coaches who are 
bringing in new assistants 
and systems, there is also 
the usual roster turnover 
that comes with a new re¬ 
gime. Implementing that 
is even harder now than it 
was in the past because of 
limited practice time in the 
offseason and a league¬ 
wide move to cut back on 
playing time for regulars in 
the exhibition season. 
"Everybody's learning, ev¬ 
ery week we're going to 
leam and get better and 
make improvements That's 
what we have to do," Gi¬ 
ants quarterback Eli Man¬ 
ning said. 'When you have 
a new offense, new play¬ 
ers, new guys coming in, 
there is a learning curve to 
it so we've just got to keep 
grinding and keep prepar¬ 
ing and don't get down. 
Have the desire to get bet¬ 
ter. "If we all want that, we 
all have that, and we've 
got to make the improve¬ 
ments that the coaches 
are giving us, and that will 
give usa betteropportunity 
to win the game.'O 


U.S Open champion Osaka dominant on return to action in Japan 


By j IM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Naomi 
Osaka's homecoming 
couldn't have gone much 
better. 

Playing in her first 

tournament since winning 
the U.S. Open, third-seeded 
Osaka impressed her 

J apanese fa ns Wednesday 
with a powerful 6-2, 6-1 win 
over Dominika Cibulkova 
to reach the quarterfinals 
of the Pan Pacific Open. 
Osaka was in control of 
the second-round match 



Naomi Osaka of Japan returns a shot against Dominika 
Cibulkova of Sfovakia during the second round of Ran Racific 
Open women's tennis tournament in Tokyo Wednesday, Sept 
19, 2018. 

Associated Press 


from the outset, breaking 
Cibulkova's serve in the 
first game at a sold-out 
Tachikawa Arena. 

"My first match (since the 
U.S. Open) in Tokyo felt 
really special," Osaka said. 
"I didn't really feel pressure, 

I felt more excitement 
because I knewthata lot of 
people were watching this 
match. I felt really grateful. 
"I'm just grateful I could play 
in front of you guys and 
want to thank everyone for 
their support." 

The local favorite raced 


out to a 4-0 lead before 
Cibulkova finally held to 
win her first game. Osaka 
hit three aces to close out 
the first set. 

She broke her opponent 
three more times in the 
second setto win injustover 
an hour, hitting 25 winners 
to just nine unforced errors. 
Osaka became the first 
Japanese player to win 
a Grand Slam singles title 
when she upset 23-time 
Grand Slam champion 
Serena Williamson Sept. 8 
in New YorkO 
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Hon Brand general manager 



In this Match 23, 2016, file photo, Philadelphia 76eisforward El¬ 
ton Brand stands during the second half of the team's NBA bas¬ 
ketball game againstthe Denver Nuggets in Denver. 

Associated Press 


By DANG ELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Elton 
Brand is in change of the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

A person familiar with the 
situation says the Sixers 
have made Brand their 
new general manager, re¬ 
placing Bryan Colangelo. 
Colangelo resigned inj une 
as the 76ers' president of 
basketball operations after 
what an investigation con¬ 
cluded was "careless and 
in some instances reckless" 
sharing of sensitive team in¬ 
fo rmation on Twitter. 

The person spoke to Ihe As¬ 
sociated Presson condition 
of anonymity Tuesday be¬ 
cause the move had not 
been officially announced. 
Brand is expected to be in¬ 
troduced ata newsconfer- 
ence on Thursday. 

Brand had worked for the 
Sixers as vice president of 
operationsand also served 
asthe general managerof 
the Delaware Blue Coats, 
the 76ers' G League affili¬ 
ate. 

Brand was the No. 1 pick of 
the 1999 draft by the Chi¬ 
cago Bulls and played two 
stints with the Sixers. 

Sixers coach Brett Brown 
had served as Philadel¬ 
phia's interim GM and said 
earlier Tuesday he wasn't 
interested in holding both 


jobs. Brown pledged the 
Sixers would name a gen¬ 
eral manager before the 
season started. 

'This is not something that 
interests me. I do not be¬ 
lieve in the role that I have 
as a head coach that it's 
tenable," Brown said. "We 
will have, to the best of 
my knowledge, a general 
manager appointed, an¬ 
nounced by the start of the 
season. And it's not me. It 
wasnevergoing to be." 
Hours later, the Sixers had 
theirguy. 

Brand played in 1,058 ca¬ 
reer games over 18 sea¬ 
sons with the Bulls, the Los 
Angeles Clippers, Dallas, 
Atlanta and the Sixers. He 
posted careeraveragesof 
16 points, nine rebounds, 
two assists and two blocks 
per game. A two-time All- 
Star and the 2000 rookie of 
the year, Brand was also 
the recipient of the 2005- 
06Joe DumarsTrophy, pre¬ 
sented each season to the 
player who exemplifies the 
ideals of sportsmanship on 
the court. 

The person familiar with 
the decisions also said 
Ned Cohen will remain as¬ 
sistant general manager 
and Marc Eversley will stay 
as senior vice president of 
player personnel. They both 
interviewed forthe GM job. 


Alex Rucker was promoted 
to executive vice president 
of basketball operations. 
The Sixers won 52 games 
last season and beat Mi¬ 
ami in the first round of the 
playoffs before they were 
eliminated in the confer¬ 
ence semifinals by Boston. 
Under Brown's watch, J oel 
Embiid and Ben Simmons 
have blossomed into two 
of the top young players in 
the league. 

The Sixers were rocked 


when an independent 
review found that Colan- 
gelo'swife, Barbara Bottini, 
operated four Twitter ac¬ 
counts it investigated, and 
she admitted using private 
information to criticize the 
Sixersand rival colleagues. 
Colangelo and his prede¬ 
cessor Sam Hinkie, who 
hired Brown, had the final 
say in player personnel de¬ 
cisions. Brown said he was 
looking 'Tor a partner' 1 in 
personnel moves with the 


new GM. 

"I do have a voice. I've al¬ 
ways had a voice here," 
Brown said. "I think as the 
head coach, it should be 
that, to a point. I get the 
role of the general man¬ 
ager." 

Brown said losing Colange¬ 
lo was a "game-changer" 
but said hisabsence orlack 
of a general managerhad 
nothing to do with the Six¬ 
ers striking out in their bid to 
land LeBron James, Kawhi 
Leonard, Paul George, a 
lower-tier free agent — or 
anyone beyond a couple 
of modest pickups such as 
Wilson Chandler. 

"I think we would all be 
naive to think free agents 
choose a basketball pro¬ 
gram because of a gen¬ 
eral manager," Brown said. 
"They come because of 
Joel and Ben. And I hope 
the coach has got a little 
bit to do with it." 

He added: 'The general 
manager situation had 
zero to do with us not be¬ 
ing able to acquire one of 
those talents" 

Brown, who took the 76ers 
from 10 wins to the third 
seed in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence in just two seasons, 
agreed in May to a three- 
year contract extension 
that runs through the 2021- 
2022 season.Q 


Sue Bind highlights U.Sb 
women's world c up noster 



In this April 26, 2018, file photo, United States' Sue Bid, right 
dribbles as China's Lili VUang defends during the fiist half of an 
exhibition basketball game in Seattle. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FQNBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
TENERIFE, Spain (AP) — 

Fresh off winning a third 
WNBA title, Sue Bird will try 
to help the U.S. win a third 
straight FIBA Women's Bas¬ 
ketball World Cup. 

Bird is on the American 
squad for a record fifth 
time and can get an un¬ 
precedented fourth gold 
medal. 

She'll be joined on the U.S. 
roster by Seattle Storm 
teammates Breanna Stew¬ 
art and Jewell Loyd. The 
trio helped the Storm win 
the WNBA championship 
last week sweeping the 
Washington Mystics. 


"It helps to have a sweep," 
U.S. coach Dawn Staley 
said. 'We're going to get 
them now versus they 
wouldn't have gotten here 
until maybe a day or two 
or three later, but to get 
them here yesterday in 
time to get a little practice 
in and play against a com¬ 
petitive team like Australia 
this morning really helps a 
great deal." 

Washington star Elena Del- 
le Donne will also be on the 
world cup roster. She suf¬ 
fered a bone bruise in her 
left knee during the WNBA 
playoffs, but was well 
enough to play in the world 
cup forthe first time. 


"EDD wanted to be here," 
Staley said. 'She played 
through an injury to be 
here. We'll watch what 
we do with her. We'll cut 
down on her practice time 
and get her ready to help 
us through the games we 
need to play." 

The U.S. plays Senegal on 
Saturday, China on Sunday 
and Latvia on Tuesday in 
group play. 

World Cup veterans Diana 
Taurasi, Brittney G liner, Tina 
Charles and Nneka Ogwu- 
mike are also on the U.S. 
roster. 

'The keyword for us is look¬ 
ing at our roster is versatili¬ 
ty," Staley said. "Playersthat 


can play multiple positions. 
We can play big or small. 
When you have that vari¬ 
ety, it helps you in the tour¬ 
nament." 

The U.S. has four other first- 
timers on the roster besides 
Delle Donne and Loyd. 
A'ja Wilson, Kelsey Plum, 


Morgan Tuck and Layshia 
Clarendon are all making 
their first appearances in 
the tournament. Plum and 
C la rendon will help provide 
some depth at the point 
guard slot. "I don't want to 
put a whole lot of pressure 
on Sue atthisstage.Q 
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loo muc h sc teen time? New phone controls for you and kids 


By ANIC KJ ESDANUN 
NEW YORK (AP) — Apple 
and Google want to help 
you spend less time on their 
phones — really. Like that 
time you checked Face- 
book at 3 a.m. Stats don't 
lie. 

Their new tools for manag¬ 
ing screen time will let you 
see how often you picked 
up the phone after bed¬ 
time or how long you're on 
Instagram at work (shame 
on you). Apple's tools also 
let you control how long 
yourkidsspend ontheirde- 
vices, if you're concerned 
thatscreensare taking time 
away from sleep, home¬ 
work or exercise. 

Apple's tools launch Tues¬ 
day as part of the free iOS 
12 software update for 
iPhones, iPadsand the iPod 
Touch. Google's controls 
are being tested on its Pixel- 
branded Android phones. 
Here's how the controls 
work. 

FOR THE KIDS 

Apple's new controls for 
kids let you manage their 
time on their own devices, 
such asan iPad ora hand- 
me-down iPhone. Once 
you've got them set up, 
you can use your iPhone 
to check when your chil¬ 
dren are on their devices 
and what apps or websites 
they're using. You can re¬ 
strict particular classes of 
apps and even establish 



IJnSOm &en: 


In this J une 4, 2018, file photo Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks during an announcement of new 
products atthe Apple Worldwide Developers Conference in San Jose, Calif. 

Associated Press 


a quiet period when most 
apps shut down. 

That latter "Downtime" fea¬ 
ture is promising, though it 
has a few shortcomings. For 
one thing, it only lets you 
choose a single block of 
time each day, so if you're 
blocking late-night hours, 
you can't set a separate 
downtime for school hours. 
Plus, your selection applies 
seven days a week; you 
can't set different hours for 
weekends unless you want 
to manually change the 
settings every Friday and 


Monday. 

A new 'Screen Time" fea¬ 
ture lets you establish time 
limitsforcategoriesofapps, 
such as entertainment or 
games. In this case, limits 
can be different on week¬ 
ends. You can also set lim¬ 
its app by app, or for spe¬ 
cific websites, but it's tricky. 
From the Screen Time set¬ 
tings, tap the chart at the 
top to get a list of apps and 
websites. Tap on an app or 
site,and lookfor"Add Limit" 
atthe bottom. 

Songs or podcasts playing 


in the background don't 
count toward limits If your 
kid hasboth an iPhone and 
an iPad, Screen Time can 
track time spent on both 
devices a gainst your limits. 
When apps run out of time, 
theiriconsgo darkand the 
apps won't send notifica¬ 
tions. You can exempt use¬ 
ful apps, such as e-books or 
homework sites — or mes¬ 
saging and phone service 
for emergencies — from 
downtime and other limits. 
It's best to configure all this 
from your own device us¬ 


ing Apple's "Family Sharing" 
feature. You can setup lim- 
itsdirectly on yourchildren's 
devices, though remote 
monitoring features might 
not work properly. Either 
way, you'll need a pass- 
code specificallyforScreen 
Time. Be sure to pick one 
that's different from your 
phone's passcode, which 
your kids probably already 
know. Kids can ask for 
more time with a few taps 
If you ignore ordecline the 
request, Screen Time isn't 
supposed to let them keep 
asking. But for the moment, 
kids can just reopen the 
app to bug you with an¬ 
other request. Get ready 
fora digital version of "Are 
we there yet? Are we there 
yet?" Apple already had 
parental controls for block¬ 
ing R-rated movies, adult 
websites and podcasts 
with explicit language, but 
the settings were buried. 
In iOS 12, they're part of 
Screen Time. You'll need 
to them on manually, or 
your kid can still watch R 
and NC-17 movies. What 
you won't get from Apple 
is any help in determining 
what kinds of limits to set. In 
fact, the clock is initially set 
to zero, forcing parents to 
make choices right off the 
bat instead of working from 
default limits. Apple says 
recommendations among 
experts va ryO 



In this Friday, J uly 27, 2018 file photo, the logo for Amazon is 
displayed on a screen atthe Nasdaq MaiketSHe. 

Associated Press 


BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
authorities said Wednes¬ 
day they have opened a 
preliminary antitrust inves¬ 
tigation into Amazon over 
the e-commerce giant's 
treatment of smaller mer¬ 
chants on its website. 


EU Competition Commis¬ 
sioner M a rgrethe Vestager 
sa id she wa nts to exa mine 
how Seattle-based Ama¬ 
zon uses data it gathers 
through transactions, in¬ 
cluding those involving ri¬ 
val sellers, on its platform. 


EU opens investigation into 
how Amazon uses data 


'The question here isabout 
the data,"Vestagersaid at 
a press briefing. 

She said the probe will 
look at whether the data, 
which iscollected forlegiti- 
mate purposes, isalso used 
to give Amazon a com¬ 
petitive advantage over 
the smaller merchants by 
giving it insights into what 
kinds of things people 
want to buy. 

In addition to selling itsown 
products, Amazon also al¬ 
lows third-party retailers to 
sell their goods through its 
Marketplace. Last year, 


more than half of the items 
sold on Amazon worldwide 
were from third-party sell¬ 
ers. "It is very early days in 
this antitrust investigation 
into Amazon's business 
practices," Vestager said. 
She added that EU regula¬ 
tors have started gather¬ 
ing information on the is¬ 
sue and have sent "quite a 
number of questionnaires" 
to merchants and others 
in order to understand the 
issue. 

Amazon.com Inc. dec lined 
to comment Wednesday. 
It's the latest move by the 


European Union to subject 
big tech companies to 
increasing scrutiny, amid 
worries that they are be¬ 
coming too dominant. 
Amazon has been the tar¬ 
get of previous EU investi¬ 
gations Last year, officials 
ordered it to pay $295 mil¬ 
lion in back taxes to Lux¬ 
embourg afterfinding that 
the companyprofited from 
a tax avoidance deal with 
the tiny European country. 
EU offic ia Is a Iso investig a t- 
ed Amazon's e-book busi¬ 
ness, which was resolved 
last year.Q 
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Banks lead US stoc k indexes mostly higher in afternoon trade 



In this Aug. 31,2018, file photo traderlhomas Ferrigno, left works with specialists Dilip Patel, cen¬ 
ter, and Karan Virdi on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


ByALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Major U.S. stock indexes 
edged mostly higher in af¬ 
ternoon trading Wednes¬ 
day as gains in financial 
companies outweighed 
losseselsewhere in the mar¬ 
ket. Bond yields climbed 
to the highest level in four 
months, sending bank 
shares higher and weigh¬ 
ing on utilities and other 
high-dividend payers. En¬ 
ergy stocks rose along with 
crude oil prices. Home¬ 
builders declined following 
a mixed batch of housing 
data. Technology compa¬ 
nies lagged the most. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index rose 3 points, or 
0.1 percent, to 2,907 as of 
3:03 p.m. Eastern Time. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age gained 175 points, or 
0.7 percent, to 26,422. The 
Nasdaq composite lost 16 
points, or 0.2 percent, to 
7,940.The Russell 2000 index 
of smaller companies gave 
up 8 points, or 0.5 percent, 
to 1,702. Dec liners were 
edging out gainers on the 


New York Stock Exchange. 
THE QUOTE: The surge in 
bond yields reflects the be¬ 
lief on the part of many in¬ 
vestors that the economy is 
strengthening, noted Craig 
Birk, chief investment offi¬ 
cer at Personal Capital. 


"If the economy contin¬ 
ues to move forward then 
interest rates have more 
room to creep higher and 
the Fed has more room to 
continue raising (short-term 
rates),"he said. 

BOND YIELDS CUMB: Bond 


prices fell. The yield on the 
10-year Treasury rose to 
3.08 percent from 3.04 per¬ 
cent late Tuesday. That's 
the highest level since May 
22. Higher yields force inter¬ 
est rateson mortgages and 
other loans higher, making 


it more profitable for banks 
to lend money. The high¬ 
er bond yields drove up 
shares in banks and other 
financial stocks Prudential 
Financial rose 3.4 percent 
to $103.63. 

DRIVER OUT: AutoNation 
rose 1.8 percent to $43.87 
on news that CEO Mike 
Jackson is stepping down 
after almost two decades 
leading the nation's largest 
auto dealership chain. 

FIT FOR GROWTH: Fitbit 
shares gained 6 percent 
to $6.15 after the maker of 
wearable exercise trackers 
launched a platform that 
offers personalized coach¬ 
ing. The company also 
announced a partnership 
with Humana to potentially 
give the insurer's 5 million 
members access to the 
platform. 

AUMOST THERE: Praxair 
climbed 3.7 percent to 
$163.98 on news reports 
that the industrial gases 
company is moving closer 
to U.S. antitrust approval of 
its merger with Germany's 
Linde.Q 


August housing consbuction up 9.2 pet, but permits slide 


By MARTIN CRUISINGER 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

home construction re¬ 
bounded in August at 
the fastest pace in seven 
months but applications 
for new building permits 
plunged, sending mixed 
signals for an industry that 
has been struggling with ris¬ 
ing lumbercosts. 

Housing starts increased 
9.2 percent in August to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 1.28 million units, 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Wednes¬ 
day. Housing starts had 
declined 0.3 percentinj uly 
and 11.4 percent in June. 
The increase was the big¬ 
gest since a 10.2 percent 
advance in J anuary. 
Application for build¬ 
ing permits, considered a 
good indication of future 
activity, fell by 5.7 percent 
in August after a 0.9 per¬ 
cent rise in July. Permit ap- 
plicationshave been down 
fourofthe pastfive months. 
Builders have struggled 


this year to deal with rising 
costs for lumber, land and 
labor. The National Asso¬ 
ciation of Home Builders 
estimates that lumber pric¬ 
es have shot up by about 
$7,000 per home since the 
start of 2017, largely due 
to tariffs the Trump admin¬ 
istration has imposed on 
imports of Canadian soft¬ 
wood lumber. The strength 
in August was led by a 29.3 
percent surge in apartment 
construction, a volatile cat¬ 
egory which had fallen by 
3.7 percent inj ulyand 16.6 
percent inj une.The bigger 
single-family category saw 
an increase of 1.9 percent 
in August following a gain 
of 1.1 percent inj uly and a 
fall of 9.3 percent inj une. 
The home builders group 
reported Tuesday that its 
index for builder sentiment 


held steady at 67 in Sep¬ 
tember, a level that is con- 
sistent with further inc reases 
in home construction. The 
sentiment number may be 
firming after having slipped 
this year from its recent 
high in late 2017. 
Economists are hopeful 
that housing will rebound 
from its recent slowdown, 
helped by low unemploy¬ 
ment and strong overall 
economic growth.Q 
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In this Thursday, Aug. 30,2018, file photo, a workertois on a new 
home under consbuction in Denver. 

Associated Press 
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Telephone: 5877482 


Bubali 143, in front of SuperFood Plaza Mall 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 9/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Partially opened 
flower 

4 Egyptian dam 

9 Flying saucers, 
for short 

13 Window glass 

14VPAgnew 

15 Forbidden item 

16 Weapons 

17 Consecrated 

19 Gen. Robert 
E._ 

20 Melodies 

21 Good wood for 
rafts 

22 Meanders 

24 Fraternity letter 

25 Point the finger 
at 

27 Gives a heads- 
up to 

30 Chefs utensil 

31 Kyoto’s nation 

33 Serling or 

Steiger 

35 Pool toy 

36 Stengel or 
Affleck 

37 Place to buy 
salami & rye 

38 Thee 

39 Heaved sounds 

40 Stopwatch 

41 Inclines 

43 Take into 
custody 

44 Mayberry 
resident 

45 Overuse the 
mirror 

46 Hush money 

49 Shopper’s fling 

51 Doris or Dennis 

54 Deep cut 

56 Golf course 
shout 

57 _ out a win 

58 Black-and-white 
critter 

59 Pitcher’s 
delights 

60 Marries 

61 Lock of hair 

62 Feminine ending 

DOWN 

1 Like Old Mother 
Hubbard’s 
cupboard 

2 Cruel 
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3 _ Moines 

4 Take for 
granted 

5 Reaches across 

6 Zinfandel or 
Riesling 

7 Rainbows 

8 Likely as 
probably 

9 Biased 

10 Thwart 

11 Singles 

12 Word before jerk 
or pop 

13 Companion 

18 Playwright 

Henrik _ 

20 Chore 

23 Remove from 
office 

24 Drama 

25 Askew; twisted 

26 Pandemonium 

27 Hairy beasts 

28 Huge; 
overwhelming 

29 Foot parts 

31 Sporty English 
autos 

32 Bit of soot 

34 Soil 

36 Refer to 


©2018 Tribune Content Agency, 
All Rights Reserved. 

37 Urgent 

39 Look of 
contempt 

40 Acacia or alder 

42 Mother 
Superior 

43 Stadiums 

45 Nudges 

46 _ it; failed 
miserably 


9/20/18 


47 Leaf-gathering 
tool 

48 _ tea 

49 Polaris or 
Betelgeuse 

50 Evergreen 

52 _ and crafts 

53 Simple reply 

55 Capable 

56 Nemesis 


©2018 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 


Woman in 
critical 



after Barrier 
Reef shark 
attack 

Associated ness 
BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 

A woman was in a critical 
condition "Thursday after 
she was mauled by a shark 
on Australia's Great Barrier 
Reef, offic ia Is sa id. 

"The 46-year-old tourist from 
Tasmania state was swim¬ 
ming Wednesday from 
a yacht in Cid Harbor on 
Whitsunday Island off the 
Queensland state coast 
when she was attacked 
by a shark that mauled an 
upper thigh, ambulance 
spokeswoman Tracey East- 
wick said. 

Dr. J ohn Hadok of Mackay 
Base Hospital happened to 
be on a nearby yacht and 
helped slow the bleeding 
before a rescue helicopter 
a rrived, Ea stwic k sa id. 
"Fortunately he wasable to 
assist in immediate treat¬ 
ment of the patient and to 
stabilize the serious hemor¬ 
rhage that she had," East- 
wick said. 

"The helicopter landed at 
the town of Proserpine to 
refuel, Ea stwic k said. 

"The hospital reported the 
woman remained in criti¬ 
cal condition after under¬ 
going surgery on Wednes¬ 
day night.Q 


Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Ocean View Gold $4500 

2 BR Ocean View Gold $7500 
2 BR Ocean Front Gold $14,000 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden View $4,000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $8000 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

3 BR Ocean View $13,000 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_210175 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Studio wk 35&36 RM # 202 

32 weeks remain $4500 each 
Costa Linda 
2 BR WK 37 2sd Floor 
Pool/Ocean View $7000 
Call:6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_210175 
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DUSHI 


Psychic Riley 

Solves problems in love 
business help and removes 
negative influences. Guaranteed 
Results. All readings are 
customized and confidential. 

001 747 271 9899 


209694 


TIMESHARE RENTAL 

Renaissance Aruba 

Unit #503/ Week #38 

Sept 21 - Sept 28, 2018 

Rental Price: $600 

Call 737 3006 

zach@buyarubatimeshares.com 

210172 

Psychic Natalie 

Will read the stars in heaven to 
for fill your destiny and solve all 
your problems. 

001 817 851 6474 

209697 

Time share For Sale 

weeks 40 & 41 

Paradise Beach Villa 

2 bedr town house with 2 bath¬ 
rooms, 2 balconies & full kitchen 
Saturday check in $5400 / each 
amylewis@comcast.net 

210173 
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OF THE WEEK 


Renaissance; 

Wk 37, Unit 2332 *3,M0 

3rd Ftair/Hivtor View 

Wk 3ft, Unit 2503 $2,500 

■Stfi FtQQf ,JW View 

La Cabana; 

Wk 37, Unit 214C $2,000 


Renai ssanci 


Wk 23, Unit 2326 $2,750 

ftHfffflSfftor Vie* 

Wk 24, Unit 2505 $3,750 

Srh Ftoor/Ocean View 

Wk 27, Unit 2120 $2,950 

16 FhorSHarbar V>bw 

Wk 29, Unit 2517 $4,500 

Stfi FtaatSPQQl&Onw View 

Wk 29, Unit 2524 $6,500 

■5U? Ftoor/Hamor View 

Wk 30, Unit 2546 $5,500 

Sth RoorSOcean Front 

Wk 32, Unit 2509 $5,750 

FtO&fPOQl*Qe*W View 

Wk 32, Unit 2332 $2,750 

3rd Ffoor/herbor View 

Wk 33, Unit 2332 $2,750 

3n) FSoor/Hatbor Wew 

Wk 34, Unit 2121 $4,000 

m woor/pw view 

Wk 34, Unit 2123 $2,500 

fSt Fioor/Pooi View 

Wk 34, Unit 2136 $3,000 

f Fbw/Ftarbor View 

Wk 35, Unit 2120 $4,000 

Grwrt FlQQrfHvmw Vie* 

Wk 35, Unit 2315 $3,500 

Ftoor/Pooi View 

Wk 35, Unit 2349 $6,500 

3nt Fkxir/Oceen Front 

Wk 3ft, Unit 2503 $2,500 

fwf 

Wk 3ft, Unit 2545 $4,000 

5if} Ftoor/Poot & Ohmn? 


Wk 30 Unit 227 A 54,000 

PfliHar Ocean 

Wk 33 , Unit 213 C $ 2,075 

Garden View 

Wk 35 , Unit 140 C/ 22 SC $ 5,000 

Pool Vie * 


Divi 


Dm Dutch Vtlli 


\ege 

Wk 17, Unit 138 $5^000 

Divi Dutch Village 

Wk 10 , Unit 72 $ 4,000 OBO 

Olvl Vlltagei Very motivaled seller 

Weak 43, Unit 72M, $3,500 


Bwchftml DoLm to Vww 



Wk 34 Unit 1428 $2,508 

Fool Vrnw 



Contact its lor more listings 
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Sun Plaza Business Center 

L.G. Smith BSvd. 1U - Suite 135 
Oranjestad,. Aruba 


www.buyartabati meshares. com 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. Gonzalez Tel. 583 0660 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Linden v/d Tel. 584 6427 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Sta Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


Y 


HEALTH 

Hospital 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Venezolana 

CRUISES 


588 0059 
583 8300 
588 2244 

582 7896 

583 7674 



September 20 

Carnival Conquest 

September 21 

Carnival Breeze 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Watchdog slamssafeguaidsfbrfbsterkidson psych drugs 



In this March 21, 2006 file photo, pills move through a precision weighing machine ata pharma¬ 
ceutical manufacturers trade show in New York. 

Associated Ftess 


By RICARDO AUDNSO- 
ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Thou- 
sands of foster children 
may be getting power¬ 
ful psychiatric drugs pre¬ 
scribed to them without 
basic safeguards, says a 
federal watchdog agency 
thatfound a failure to care 
for youngsters whose lives 
have already been disrupt¬ 
ed. 

A report released Monday 
by the Health and Human 
Services inspector general's 
office found that a bout 1 in 
3 foster kids from a sample 
of states were prescribed 
psychiatric drugs without 
treatment plans or follow¬ 
up, standard stepsin sound 
medical care. 

Kids getting mood-altering 
drugs they don't need is 
only part of the problem. 
Investigators also said chil¬ 
dren who need medica¬ 
tion to help them function 
atschool orgetalong in so¬ 
cial settings may be going 
untreated. 

The drugs include medica¬ 
tions for attention deficit 
disorder, anxiety, P15D, de¬ 
pression, bipolar disorder 
and schizophrenia. Foster 
kids a re much more likely to 
get psychiatric drugs than 
children overall. 

'We are worried a bout the 
gap in compliance be¬ 
cause it hasan immediate, 
real-world impact on chil¬ 
dren's lives," said Ann Max¬ 
well, an assistant inspector 
general. 

Among the situations inves¬ 
tigators encountered was 
the case of a 6-year-old 
boy diagnosed with ADHD, 
learning and speech disor¬ 
ders, outbursts of temper 
and defiance, and hair¬ 
pulling disorder. He had 
been put on four psychiat¬ 
ric drugs 

But a medication review 
questioned the need for 


some of the medications. 
Of the four, two were dis¬ 
continued and one was 
reduced in dosage, inves¬ 
tigators said. Two different 
medications were then 
prescribed. 

Investigators found no 
evidence that a treat¬ 
ment plan forthe boy had 
been developed in the first 
place, before starting him 
on medication. 

In another case, an 
11-year-old boy had been 
put on two medications af¬ 
ter being diagnosed with 
ADHD, anxiety and behav¬ 
ior problems But over a 
three-month period his fos¬ 
ter mother had problems 
getting prescription refills. 
By the fourth month, the 
boy's life wasout of control. 
His decline included steal¬ 
ing, lying, bullying and an 
in-sc hool suspension. 
Investigators found there 


was no requirement in that 
state for case workers to 
follow up with foster par¬ 
ents about medications 
Ihe lackof effective follow¬ 
up contributed to the boy's 
downward spiral. 

'These children are at 
greater risk of not getting 
the medicationsthey need, 
but equally important, they 
are at risk of getting pow¬ 
erful medications that they 
do notneed,"Maxwellsaid. 
The inspector general is 
recommending that the 
HHS Administration for Chil¬ 
dren and Families develop 
a strategy to help states 
meet their existing require¬ 
ments for prescribing psy¬ 
chiatric drugsto fosterchil¬ 
dren, and to generally raise 
sta nd a rd s fo r c a se-by-c a se 
oversig ht. 

In a formal response to 
the report the children's 
agency said it may need 


additional legal author¬ 
ity. The agency also said 
it is committed to making 
sure fosterchildren get psy¬ 
chiatric medications only 
when medically appropri¬ 
ate. Offic ia Is noted that the 
inspector genera I's findings 
covered just five states. 
Foster children come into 
the mental health system 
with added complica¬ 
tions. Their most basic con¬ 
nections in life have been 
stressed or severed. They 
may have suffered ne¬ 
glect or abandonment. 
They may have witnessed 
or been a victim of abusive 
behaviororviolence. 

A 2010 study from the Tufts 
Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute found 
that estimated rates of psy¬ 
chiatric drug use among 
youth in foster care are 
much higher (13 percent 
to 52 percent) than among 


youth overall (4 percent). 
Compounding the chal¬ 
lenge for foster children is 
the fact that responsibility 
for their well-being is often 
divided among foster par¬ 
ents, birth parents, relatives 
and case workers. That can 
increase chances for mis- 
communication and con¬ 
flict, not to mention every¬ 
day problems going unad¬ 
dressed until they escalate. 
Caring for foster kids is a 
shared responsibility of 
state, local and federal 
agencies The federal gov¬ 
ernment provides grants to 
state programs and also 
covershealthcareforfoster 
children through Medicaid, 
which spends hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually 
on psychiatric drugs Na¬ 
tionally, it's been estimated 
thatabout 120,000 children 
in foster care take at least 
one such medication. 

The inspector genera I scru¬ 
tinized a sample of 125cas 
esfrom each of five states 
with the highest overall 
percentages of foster chil¬ 
dren treated with psychiat¬ 
ric drugs Those states were 
Iowa, Maine, New Hamp¬ 
shire, North Dakota and 
Virginia.The casescovered 
the period from October 
2014 through March 2015. 
Investigators looked at 
each state's compliance 
with its own particular re¬ 
quirements for treatment 
planning and follow-up. 
Maxwell said the finding 
that 34 percent of children 
did not have either treat¬ 
ment plans or follow-up 
monitoring translates to 
about 4,500 children in the 
five states examined. She 
said the national number 
would certainly be higher 
but the design of the in¬ 
spector general's review 
did not allow for a simple 
extrapolation. Even among 
the five states cited there 
were wide differences. □ 
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Metseason promisesvocaltreatsand retooled Ring 


By MIKE SILVERMAN 

Associated ness 

NEW YORK (AP) — J o na s is 

back, if only briefly. Anna 
is here, in full diva mode. 
Ihe seemingly unstoppable 
Pla c id o ma rks his 50th a nni- 
versary. And the "Ring"con- 
traption returns — maybe 
for the last time — with a 
promise of greater reliabil¬ 
ity and fewer "clunks and 
clicks." 

These attractions and more 
are on tap asthe Metropol¬ 
itan Opera opens its 134th 
season on September 24 
with a new production of 
Saint-Saens' "Samson et 
Da lila" sta ning Elina Garan- 
ca and Roberto Alagna. It 
windsup 212 performances 
later on May 11, with the fi¬ 
nal installment of Wagner's 
four-part "Der Ring des Ni- 
belungen," starring Chris¬ 
tine Goerke asBruennhilde. 
This will be the last sea¬ 
son before the company 
launches Sunday matinee 
performances, a move 
aimed at boosting sagging 
box-office revenues. 
Besides'Samson,"there are 
new productions of Verdi's 
"La Traviata," Cilea's "Adri¬ 
ana Lecouvreur" and a 
recent work, Nico Muhly's 
"Mamie," adapted from 
the book that inspired the 
Alfred Hitchcock film. But 
many opera lovers are just 
as enthused about the 
wealth of intriguing revivals 
"It's one of the strongest 
seasons in years, featuring 
important, starry revivals of 
some of the operas I love 
best," said James Jorden, 
editor and publisher of 
the online opera maga¬ 
zine "parterre box." He cit¬ 
ed in particular a revival 
of Debussy's "Pelleas et 
Melisande," conducted by 
the Met'snew music direc¬ 
tor, YannickNezet-Seguin. 
Other major revivals in¬ 
clude Poulenc's "Dialogues 
desCarmelites,"again con¬ 
ducted by Nezet-Seguin; 
Puccini's three one-acts, "II 
Trittico," commemorating 
the 100th anniversary of its 
Met world premiere; and 
Verdi's "Otello," led by LA. 
Philharmonic maestro Gus¬ 
tavo Dudamel in his Met 
debut. 

A few of the highlights: 
—The elusive Jonas 
Kaufmann, the most ac- 



This image released by the Metropolitan Opera shows tenor Roberto Alagna and mezzo-soprano 
Elina Garanca rehearsing a scene from Saint-Saens' "Samson et Dalila," which will open the 
Metropolitan Opera's new season on Sept 24, 

Associated Press 


with a flurry of appearanc¬ 
es: seven in Puccini's 'Gi¬ 
anni Sc hie chi" and five in 
"La Traviata." He'll also con¬ 
duct "Aida"three timesand 
reign asguestof honorata 
black-tie dinner dance on 
the Met stage (tickets start 
at $2,500). 

—Finally, and most contro¬ 
versially, the $16 million, 45- 
ton "Ring"setconceived by 
Canadian director Robert 
Lepage, consisting of 24 
giant aluminum planks ar¬ 
rayed on a central spine 
like a gigantic seesaw and 
supported by 26-foot-tall 
towers on either side of 
the stage. Through use of 
projections, the set cre¬ 
ated some spectacular vi¬ 
sual effects, but it also was 
plagued by safety, reliabil¬ 
ity and noise issues from its 
first appearance in 2010.Q 


claimed tenor in the world 
today, jets in midway 
through the run of Pucci¬ 
ni's "La Fanciulla del West" 
to sing four performances 
— including an HD broad¬ 
cast — as Dick Johnson, 
the bandit with a heart of 
gold. Kaufmann has been 
absent from the Met since 
2014. 

—Anna Netrebko, the Rus¬ 
sian soprano who hasbeen 
a mainstayatthe Metsince 
her2002 debut, has moved 
from light lyric roles into 
heavier repertory, scoring 
huge successes as Verdi's 
Lady Macbeth and Puc¬ 
cini's Tosc a. Now she's tak¬ 
ing on the touchstone of 
spinto soprano roles, Ver¬ 
di's "Aida." The Met's gen¬ 
eral manager, Peter Gelb, 
heard herdebut in the role 
in Salzburg, Austria, and 
said he was "not surprisingly 
blown away. ... In my opin¬ 
ion she'sthe best Aida since 
Leontyne Price." Netrebko 
will also headline the new 
"Lecouvreur," a verismo 
chestnut that's a favorite of 
prima donnaswith a flairfor 
melodrama. 

—Placido Domingo, the 
77-year-old tenor-tumed- 
baritone, is, as Gelb not¬ 
ed, "somewhat obsessed 
with his various milestone 
achievements, as he de¬ 
serves to be." Having just 
sung the 150th role of his 
career, in Salzburg, he cel¬ 
ebrates his Met anniversary 
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'Life Itself is star-studded, earnest but lac king 


This image released by Amazon Pictures shows Olivia Wide, left; and Oscar Isaac in a scene from 
"life Itself." 

Associated Press 


By UNDSEY BA HR 
Associated ness 

Hallmark sentimentality, 
passionate defensesof Bob 
Dylan's 'Time Out of Mind" 
and horrific head traumas 
are thrown together in Dan 
Fogelman's "Life Itself a 
curiouscocktail of a movie 
from the 'This is Us" creator 
about all of life's high¬ 
est highs and lowest lows 
across generations and 
continents. Fogelman has 
seemingly never met an ex¬ 
treme emotion he doesn't 
want to exploit, and "Life 
Itself" might be the apex of 
thatguiding principle. 

For a movie in which the 
phrase "unreliable narrator" 
isrepeated atleasta dozen 
times, "Ufe Itself" is incred¬ 
ibly easy to spoil and oddly 
difficult to tease. It starts 
over several times, it lies, it 
backtracks, it misleads and 
surprises a II in service of try¬ 
ing to hammer in the thesis 
that "life is the unreliable 
narrator."Life maybe unre¬ 
liable, sure, but movies sure 
as heck don't have to be 
to prove the point and this 
cynical device does not 
serve the earnest story he's 
attempting to tell. Nordoes 


all the head trauma. 

If there is a beginning, it's 
with Will (Oscar Isaac) and 
Abby (Olivia Wilde), who 
are apart in the present, 
but not too long ago were 
manned, living in New York, 
extremely pregnant and 
spending long mornings in 
bed cooing at each other 


under white linens and dis¬ 
cussing that 1997 Dylan al¬ 
bum. Will is doing so poorly 
with the separation that 
he's taken up screenwrit¬ 
ing and berating baristas 
while pouring alcohol into 
hiscoffee at an hourwhen 
such behavior is generally 
frowned upon. 


He tells his therapist, Dr. 
Morris (Annette Bening), 
about Abby and how in 
love, or, more accurately, 
how obsessed he was with 
her. She's beautiful, nur¬ 
turing, and will eat every¬ 
thing the sushi chef puts in 
front of her, "Even the uni." 
There are shades of "(500) 


Days of Summer" in this 
whole segment as they go 
from the fateful Halloween 
where they fell in love while 
dressed as Vincent Vega 
and Mia Wallace, back to 
Abby's tragic childhood 
and up to dinner with the 
in-laws (Mandy Patinkin 
and J ean Smart). 

But then that part of the 
story ends, quite abruptly, 
and we're taken to Spain 
to meet some new people 
who are sort of cosmically 
linked to the New Yorkers. 
Spain is the stronger part 
of the movie, with a con¬ 
tained and compellingly 
written story of a simple 
farmer J a vie r (Sergio Peris- 
Mencheta), his wife Isabel 
(Laia Costa), their son and 
the wealthy farm owner 
and landlord, Mr. Saccione 
(a very good Antonio Ban¬ 
deras who has a heck of 
a monologue about his 
mother a nd the Ita lia n ma n 
she married). Yet even this 
reads as a little false, a little 
foreign and a little too con¬ 
veniently cute and folksy 
to be fully believed and 
embraced. In fact, nothing 
much in "Life Itself"feels like 
life itself. O 




The Most Dangerous Branch 1 
looks at the Supreme Court 
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This cover image released by 
Ctown shows 'The Most Dan¬ 
gerous Branch: Inside the Su¬ 
preme Courts Assault on the 
Constitution," by David A. Ka¬ 
plan. 

Associated Press 


By TRAC EE M. HERBAUGH 
Associated Press 

'The Most Dangerous 
Branch: Inside the Supreme 


Court's Assault on the Con¬ 
stitution" (Crown), by David 
A. Kaplan If Brett Kavana- 
ugh's Supreme Court con¬ 
firmation hearings have 
inspired you to dig deeper 
into the intricacies of the 
nation's highest court, look 
no furtherthan a new book 
devoted to the subject. 
David A. Kaplan's'The Most 
Dangerous Branch: Inside 
the Supreme Court's As¬ 
sault on the Constitution" 
couldn't be better. 

As an ideal, the Supreme 
Courtaimsto be above the 
political fray. But nine hu¬ 
mans comprise the bench 
and therefore objectiv¬ 
ity remains an aspiration. 
J ustices are liberal or con¬ 
servative and mostly vote 
aligned the same way. 

The politicization of the 
court as we know it, Kaplan 


writes, stems from Justice 
Antonin Sc a lia's 2016 death 
at the Cibolo Creek Ranch 
in West Texas, a lavish resort 
popular among elite hunt¬ 
ers. Kaplan opensthe book 
with Scalia'sfinal moments 
at the resort. 

What followed is a narra¬ 
tive still playing out in the 
national headlines: the 
Republican Party blocked 
President Barack Obama's 
nominee Merrick Garland 
from a court hearing, hold¬ 
ing the seat open for the 
last 11 months of Obama's 
term. Donald Trump wins 
the presidency and picks 
conservative Neil Gorsuch 
for Scalia's spot. Now, An¬ 
thony Kennedy's resigna¬ 
tion gave Trump a shot at 
filling another seat and 
replacing the lone swing 
vote on the courtO 
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Chris ftatton tunning on screen, lom Cruise, religion 



IhisAug. 14,2018 image taken from video shows actor Chris Pratt during an interview at the Fellow 
Barin Los Angeles 

Associated ness 


By RYAN PEARSON 
LOSANGELES(AP) — When 
Chris Pratt is running his fast¬ 
est, he has a tendency to 
fall. 

The "Guardians of the Gal¬ 
axy" and 'Jurassic World" 
star broke a femur growth 
plate as a kid, leaving him 
less than confident in his 
sprinting abilities — and a 
bit self-conscious about 
some action scenes 
"My leg grew in a little fun¬ 
ny. So when I run, I run a 
little crooked. And if I run 
attop speed, there'sa high 
likelihood I will fall down," 
he said. "My high school 
football highlight tape was 
all just images of me fall¬ 
ing down midfield, like I just 
tripped over my shoe laces 
or something. So that's al¬ 
ways a little bit of a con¬ 
cern forme." 

Pratt discussed running in 
an interview with "fhe Asso¬ 
ciated Press after meeting 
at a barwith seven athletes 
with disabilities, part of the 
nonprofit group Achilles 
International. He surprised 
them with the news that 
they're being sponsored in 
the New York City Mara¬ 
thon by Michelob Ultra. 
Ihe 39-year-old actor, a 
spokesman for the beer 
brand, talked to AP about 
his passion for fitness, his re¬ 
ligion, and his admiration 
for Tom Cruise. Ihe follow¬ 
ing remarks have been ed¬ 
ited for clarity and brevity. 

AP: What do you get out of 
meeting people like this? 


Pratt: Fitness is a lifestyle. 
And Ithinkit'sa great com¬ 
mon denominator. So you 
can sit me down with any¬ 
body if they have that por¬ 
tion of their life. We always 
have something in com¬ 
mon. That makes this brand 
a good fitformeand makes 
this type of experience with 
Achilles International a re¬ 
ally good fit for me. It's hard 
enough to do a marathon 
or to do a triathlon. But to 
do it when you have physi¬ 
cal limitations and disabili¬ 
ties, it's pretty awe-inspiring. 
AP: What the fitness routine 
when you're at the farm? 
Pratt: At the farm (Pratt's 
property in the San J uan Is- 


landsoffthe coastofWash- 
ington state), there is actu¬ 
ally a fitness club in town. 
So I go there. But I do a lot 
of biking and running there, 
and ocean swimming. ... 
For me, it really clears my 
mind. Sound body, sound 
mind. I'm an actorso I don't 
have that kind of job I can 
just shut my mind off and 
do physical labor. I think 
that's what I was probably 
genetically made for, you 
know? I should be moving 
refrigerators or something. 
But now I'm doing a job 
that really isn't that physi¬ 
cally demanding. So hav¬ 
ing something that I can 
just shut my mind off and 


do physically every day is 
good forme. 

AP: Running on screen, 
who is your top person for 
that? Pratt: Oh, Tom Cruise. 
'Mission: Impossible' — he 
ran across London, across 
bridges, over buildings. 
Yeah, Tom isa great runner. 
He did all his own jumping, 
he was flying the helicop¬ 
ter, he really was like — 
oh, if there's a question of 
whether or not I'm the best 
atthis, let me putthatques- 
tion to bed. He's the best. 
AP: Isthata careergoal, to 
be able to be doing that 
kind of thing when you're 
50-plus? 

Pratt: One of the career 


goals that I have based on 
Tom Cruise is his reputation 
as being a really nice, posi¬ 
tive guy who works hard. 
I've neveractually met him, 
but I would like — if you're 
going to leave a legacy, 
it'd be nice to have it be 
that people thought you 
were nice and easy to work 
with and you worked hard. 

I think that's pretty cool. 

AP: At recent awards show 
appearances, you went 
out on stage and talked 
publicly about your faith. Is 
it an especially important 
time to do that? 

Pratt: I don't know that I 
am so much more moti¬ 
vated by where the world 
is or if it's just what I'm feel¬ 
ing called to do right now. 

I think it's a combination of 
both things. ... That kind of 
a message, it might not be 
for everybody. But there 
is a group of people for 
whom that message is de¬ 
signed. And nothing fills my 
soul more than to thinkthat 
maybe some kid watching 
that would say, 'Hey, I've 
been thinking about that. 
I've been thinking about 
praying. Let me try that 
out.'"That's like the only way 
I feel like I can repay what 
hasessentially been a giant 
gift in my life. 

AP: Does it feel like a risk 
sometimes in Hollywood? 
Pratt: No, notatall.... Ithink 
that there's this narrative 
that exists out there that 
Hollywood is anti-Christian 
or anti-religious, but it's just 
notthe case. □ 


Fvanco-Egyptian actor Gamil Ratib dies at 92 



In this J uly 12, 2015 file photo, actor Gamil Ratib, attends a fu¬ 
neral in Cairo, Egypt 

Associated Press 


CAIRO (AP) — Gamil Ratib, 
an award-winning Franco- 
Egyptian actorwhose roles 
as villa in or aristocrat made 
him a household name 
across the Arab world, died 
Wednesday, state media 
reported. He was92. 

Ratib'sacting career — he 
appeared in about 100 
films in both French and Ar¬ 
abic — began as early as 
the 1940sin Cairo when he 
landed a role in an Arabic 
adaptation of "The "Three 
Musketeers." His scenes, 
however, were removed 
because his parents ob¬ 


jected to him taking up 
acting. 

Ratib, who died of an un¬ 
specified illness in a Cairo 
hospital, later traveled to 
study law and econom¬ 
ics in Paris, but that did not 
make himabandon hispas- 
sion for acting. He joined 
the storied "Comedie Fran- 
gaise" before his big break 
came when he wascast in 
the American movie 'Tra¬ 
peze" (1956) along with 
Hollywood stars Burt Lan- 
casterand Tony Curtis. 
Hiscareertooka giant leap 
forward when six years later 


he played an Arab named 
Majid in the 1962 classic 
"Lawrence of Arabia." 
Meanwhile, 1967's "Peau 
d'Espion" led to him be¬ 
ing awarded the Legion 
d'Honneur de Grade de 
Chevalier. 

Ratib returned to his native 
Egypt in the 1970s when his 
leading roles in hit movies 
and "TV dramaseamed him 
celebrity status across the 
Arab world. His roles were 
mostly the lovable villain 
or the pompous aristocrat 
who is contemptuous of 
the poorand ignorentQ 
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Newcomens bring decaying Kentucky distillery back to life 



This Friday, Sept 14, 2018 photo, shows the exteriorof the Old Taylor distillery's towering limestone 
castle which underwent a massive rehabilitation after decades of neglect and was renamed 
Castle & Key Distillery, in Millville, Ky. 


By BRUCE SCHREINER 
MILLVILLE Ky. (AP) — The 

whiskey quit flowing de¬ 
cades ago from a land¬ 
mark Kentucky distillery 
housed in a picturesque 
castle. Nearly a half-centu¬ 
ry of neglect reduced the 
one-time tourist draw to a 
decaying relic. 

Now, two newcomers to 
the whiskey business have 
resurrected the Old Taylor 
distillery and renamed it. 
And along with bourbon 
and rye, they hope once 
again to generate tourism. 
Will Arvin and Wes Murry 
saw potential where oth¬ 
ers perceived only blight. In 
the past four years they've 
spent millions to restore the 
old glory of the castle-like 
entrance, sunken garden 
and colonnaded spring- 
house. 

"The spirit of the place re¬ 
ally called to us," Arvin said. 
"The bones of the building 
were solid. And we could 
just see through the decay 
and the brush to know that 
this place really needed 
to be brought back and 
saved as an iconic place." 
Renamed Castle & Key Dis¬ 
tillery, the facility resumed 
spirits production in late 
2016 — the first year whis¬ 
key was produced there 
since the distillery shuttered 
in 1972. 

On Wednesday, the 
grounds reopened to visi¬ 
tors. 

Arvin and Murry are follow¬ 
ing in the footsteps of the 
distillery's founder, Col. E.H. 
Taylor. A bourbon giant of 
his time, he built the Old 


Taylor distillery in the late 
1880s and made it a fore¬ 
runner of today's bourbon 
tourism business. Owner¬ 
ship eventually passed to 
National Distillers, and pro¬ 
duction ended during a 
lean time for bourbon pro¬ 
ducers. 

Now bourbon sales are 
booming again, and the 
new owners are prepar¬ 
ing bourbon and rye whis¬ 
key to hit the market under 
the Castle & Key label. The 
brown spirits are still matur¬ 
ing in barrels nestled in the 
distillery's warehouses. Mas¬ 
ter distiller Marianne Eaves 


hopes rye can make its de¬ 
but in about a year, and 
says the brand's bourbon 
could be ready in 2021. 
"We're letting flavor drive 
the decision on the release 
date," she said. 

Murry said they hope to 
turn a marginal profit with¬ 
in a couple of years. In 
the meantime, the own¬ 
ers have found other ways 
to generate income. The 
brand's vodka and gin 
reached store shelves in 
April. The distillery also pro¬ 
duces bourbon and rye on 
contract for several corpo¬ 
rate customers. 

Tourism should help the 
bottom line, especially if 
the iconic facility joins the 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail. 
Kentucky Distillers' Associa¬ 
tion President Eric Gregory 
is among those predicting 
tourism success for Castle & 
Key. The central Kentucky 
distillery between Frankfort 
and Versailles sits a few 
miles from the Woodford 
Reserve and Buffalo Trace 
distilleries. 

"It will be one of the most 
visited bourbon tourism 
sites in Kentucky — quickly," 
Gregory said. 

Bill Samuels Jr., who retired 
after a long career as top 
executive at Maker's Mark, 
remembers admiring the 


Associated Press 

castle-like distillery on a 
boyhood trip with his father. 
As years passed and the 
decay took its toll, he won¬ 
dered if it would ever re¬ 
turn. Twenty-five years ago, 
there was exciting talk of a 
restoration — but it came 
to nothing. Finally, he said, 
"we just gave up, thinking 
this will never happen." En¬ 
ter Arvin and Murry. Look¬ 
ing to become a distillery 
owner and tap into bour¬ 
bon's resurgence, Arvin dis¬ 
covered the Old Taylor site 
on the internet. A mutual 
friend connected him with 
Murry, 40, who was look¬ 


ing for an entrepreneurial 
venture. They paid about 
$950,000 for the distillery in 
2014. Restoring it took lon¬ 
ger and cost more than ex¬ 
pected, and it meant ca¬ 
reer changes. Arvin, 51, left 
a law career behind; Murry 
worked in finance. 

The enormity of the reno¬ 
vation would have driven 
many to drink. Most of the 
windows were boarded up. 
One storage warehouse 
had collapsed. Roofs were 
failing. The grounds were a 
jungle of weeds. 

"You only walked where 
animals had beaten a 
path," Murry said. "That was 
how you got around." 
Gregory, who trudged 
through the thicket with 
Arvin during an early visit, 
said, "You were expecting 
some ghost at any mo¬ 
ment ... because it was just 
so overgrown and so aban¬ 
doned." 

Eaves, 31, was a rising star 
during her time at Brown- 
Forman Corp., whose prod¬ 
ucts include Jack Daniel's 
Tennessee Whiskey and 
Woodford Reserve bour¬ 
bon. She was drawn by the 
Old Taylor site and the new 
owners' ambitious plans 
to revive it. Creating the 
Castle & Key spirits lineup 
as master distiller seemed 
a "once in a lifetime oppor¬ 
tunity" when she signed on 
in early 2015. Soon, though, 
the size of the challenge 
became apparent — and 
that was long before whis¬ 
key was mentioned as a 
tariff target in an interna¬ 
tional trade war. □ 



In this Friday, Sept 14, 2018 photo, bottles of gin produced at 
Castle &Key Distillery ate displayed Ibrsale at the distillery's gift 
shop in Millville, Ky. 

Associated Press 



In this Friday, Sept 14, 2018 photo, master distiller Marianne 
Eaves, center, is flanked by co-owners Will Arvin, right, and Wes 
Murray, while posing in a barrel warehouse Castle & Key Distill¬ 
ery in Millville, Ky. 

Associated Press 



































